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Guiding the Flock Like the Good Shepherd 
 Over the past few weeks Jeff has outlined how ministry 
has continued and even how ministry as we know it is 
changing, the Good Shepherd Learning Center ministry is 
no exception.  As you likely know, the regularly 
scheduled school year came to an abrupt halt in March.  
Unknown to the staff and GSLC families at the time, that 
last day of school in March would be the last day of the 

year.  We parted assuming 
that we would be able to 
rejoin each other again in 
the classroom, picking up 
where we left off and 
finishing the school year 
together. Our staff worked 
quickly to mail packets to 
the children including a 
dry erase sleeve, marker 
and reusable worksheets 
to use at home.  Our hope 

was to help them continue to practice their skills while we 
were apart.  

    In the weeks that followed, we realized we would not 
be returning to classroom, at least not in the traditional 
sense.  Just a few weeks earlier we were close to finishing 
the alphabet and looking forward to Easter, ending the 
year that final day was unthinkable.  That last day meant 
we would not get the end of the year activities that we 
had been planning, no parties, visit from Columbian Park 
Zoo, parent lunch, or graduation in May.  But it did not 
mean that our opportunity to teach our kids and reach 
their families was over.      

   Instead of letting this derail us, we didn’t quit.  We 
allowed this to be an opportunity to show them that they 
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THE BIG THREE!                       

Note from Jeff 

A big thanks to the GSLC Team 
who have been working so hard 
to stay connected to our 
families.  I really appreciate all 
the extra effort each one of the 
team members has made!     

Remodel Update 

The Sanctuary Remodel project 
has been completed.  Carpet 
has been installed, and fresh 
paint in the foyer and sanctuary 
has been applied.  The space 
looks very nice and we can’t 
wait for everyone to see it in 
person!   

Next Generation 
Opportunities 

Stacey and his team continue 
to work on opportunities to 
connect with our families.  This 
past Tuesday he held an online 
scavenger hunt.  On Friday 
Nights he is hosting a Facebook 
Live connect opportunity with 
parents and families.  Beginning 
next week there will also be new 
ZOOM HOME meetings for each 
age group.  See ad below:
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are loved.  Every family has been called or texted and 
they all know that we are praying for them.  Children’s 
bibles have been delivered to porches and great 
conversations have taken place at a safe distance, 
through windows and screen doors.  We’ve continued to 
grow our relationships and while trying to be a blessing to 
other’s we have been blessed.  I’ve 
had parent’s offer to pray for my 
own family and speak blessings 
over me.  These unusual 
circumstance have given me a 
chance to connect in ways that 
would have never happened in the 
classroom.  I’ve learned more 
about where and how they live 
and more importantly who they are 
as a family.   

   Since class ended we started a private Facebook 
group for our families, a safe place to post and share 
experiences.  We continue to interact and teach our 
kids, read to them, counting, and practice phonics.  We 

share music, science experiments 
and crafts, anything that we can 
do to help continue to connect 
and teach.  Cheryl Fletcher out 
shines us with her professional 
quality videos for the kids.  She may 
have missed her calling by not 
working at Sesame Street.  Laura 
Haro includes her whole family 
demonstrating fun activities for our 
students to watch and try at home.  
What a blessing they both are to 

have on our staff.  Our students reply with fun pictures 
and videos of their own.  Students too shy to open up in 
class, have come out of their shell and 
shared their voice in video show-in-tells.   

 Our ministry has not stopped, temporally 
changed, but not stopped.  Our hope is 
that we will be able to come together this 
summer again and celebrate a school 
year like no other.  This year, more than 
any other, has forced us to trust God to 
guide us in serving and showing His love 
to the students of GSLC.
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Word from Elder                   

Mike Odom 

As everyone is saying, theses 
are scary and uncertain 
times.  Quarantines, loss of 
income, not worshipping 
together as we are 
accustomed to, failing 
health, cancer diagnosis, 
Loss of loved ones. Unsure of 
when things will get back to 
“ normal”.  Fear is common 
place right now and I’d like 
to share some encouraging 
words of the Lord. 

He says “Be still and know 
that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the 
earth.”    Psalm 46:10 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.” 
Romans 12:12 

___________________________ 
Stay tuned - Next Friday we 
will announce our updated 
plan for returning to church.  
Thank you for your 
patience!
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