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We Are Family! 

Part 1 

Does God Really Want me? 

Do you know that God has chosen you to be part of his family?  Listen to what the Bible says: 

“So he decided long ago to adopt us as his children.  He did it because of  
what Jesus Christ has done.  It pleased God to do it.” 

(Ephesians 1:5, NIRV) 

If you look at this verse in the NIV, it uses the word Predestined.  That’s a huge word!  What 
does it mean?  It means that there was always a plan in place.  BUT some look at that word 

and say “See God already decided who would be a Christian & who wouldn’t.  Nothing I do re-
ally can change that.”  That’s NOT what that means.  What it means is that God has a plan for 

you to accept him & be saved but he can’t force you to do so. 

In May of 2019, Amanda Eller went for a run in Hawaii where she lived.  The plan was to just 
go on a 3 mile run but there were some trees on the running path.  So she decided to go 
for a hike instead.  After some time in the woods, she headed back to her car but didn’t 

have a true idea of which way to go.  Soon, she got lost.  With no phone, no water bottle, and 
no supplies; she was in some trouble.  It would be 17 days before she was finally found. 
The running path had been laid out for her.  The designers of the path put it there for 

everyone who ran on it to find their way back home.  They couldn’t control what happened 
if someone choose to leave the path.  God is all knowing but because of free will we are  

allowed to choose our path. 

No matter what anyone tries to say, God has not already decided if you get to go to Heaven 
or not.  It’s completely our choice, our Free Will!  He still waits for everyone to have a chance 

to accept God free gift of salvation: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28: 19-20, NIV) Great Commission 

God wants you to know Him as your Heavenly Father.  He wants your life on earth to be ful-
filling and exciting.  He also wants you to spend eternity in Heaven with Him.  The path to 
Heaven was laid out by God long ago.  You have to choose to follow it.  Unfortunately, we have 
all fallen short of God’s plan.  We have sinned!  So what does that mean?  How do we fix it? 

“But your sins have separated you from God.” 
(Isaiah 59:2, NIRV) 



Sin is ____________ _____________ of God’s Glory (Romans 3:23, NIV) 

The Muddy Girl 
Once there was a little girl who disobeyed her parents and played in the mud.  When 
she came home, she planned to march into the house.  But her father stopped her.  
He first took her to the side of the house and used a hose to wash off the mud.  
Then he brought her into his home. 

 
Although God loves you, He will not let you into His family when you are dirty with 
sin.  You must let Him wash away your sins. 

When God created this world, we were meant to be close to God.  God would walk through 
the Garden of Eden everyday and talk with Adam & Eve.  But that all changed when 
sin entered the world.  You can see below what happens when sin enters the picture. 

What does God want us to do?  One time a man asked Jesus that question. 

“Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it.   

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

(Matthew 22:37-39, NIV) 

Who are we supposed to love first  ___________________________. 
Who are we supposed to love also ___________________________________.  

Even though we try our best to be loving, we all fail 
at times.  That’s why the Bible says: 
 
“for all have sinned and fall short  
  of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23, NIV) 



Problem #1: We Are Guilty Of Breaking God’s Law 

What would happen if you were arrested for breaking the law?   
          You would receive a punishment, wouldn’t you?  For some crime  
          doesn’t pay, but there’s always a price to pay for sin!  Here’s 
 what it says: 

             “When you sin, the pay you get is death.  But God gives you  
                                          the gift of eternal life because of what Christ Jesus our 
                                          Lord had done.”  (Romans 6:23, NIRV) 

Sin causes us to die physically and spiritually.  One day our bodies will die and we will be sepa-
rated from this life.  Because of sin, we will also be separated from God and His love forever.  
That’s spiritual death.  If you took away an oxygen tank from someone who needed it to 
breath, they would die in a matter of minutes.  When you are cut off from God because of 
sin, you are cut off from your source of life. 
 
Reflection time:  What do you think it means that sin causes us to die spiritually? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

In August of 2019, a Georgia man was finally arrested after long search.  How did they 
finally find him?  Well, he had been in plain sight.  A year previously, the man had 

applied & been accepted to the local police academy.  A few months into his time at 
the academy, the man was kicked out for being late & lying about where he was. 

Some time later, they realized that this was the same man they had been looking for. 
They went to his new job & arrested him.  He was charged with 8 crimes & will be in jail for a 

while.  For him the old adage, crime doesn’t pay was really true. 

Sin to us is like boiling water is to a frog.  If you tried to drop a frog into a pot of boiling 
water, the frog would just jump out.  No frog legs for dinner tonight. 

BUT!  If you put a frog in a pan of water & slowly turn up the heat, the frog will not 
notice what is happening until it’s too late.  The frog will be cooked before it realizes 

what is happening.  Sin is the same for us.  First it’s one little bitty sin, then a little bigger 
sin, then before we know it, sin has taken control of how we live our lives. 

Always be on guard! 

“Be alert and of sober mind.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8, NIV) 

What are three signs you think we should use to watch out for & avoid sin in our own lives? 

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________ 



Problem #2: You Have Earned the Penalty of Death 

The Lost Son 
Jesus told us a story about a boy who received some inheritance money from his fa-
ther.  He spent all his money on wild living.  He came to his senses and decided to go 
back home and work for his father.  When his father saw him returning home, he 
told the servants to prepare a feast.  The father exclaimed: “This son of mine was 
dead.  And now he is alive again.”  (Luke 15:24, ICB) 

We live in a world that tries to convince us every day that we don’t HAVE to be  
responsible for our actions.  It will hurt people’s feelings if we punish them.  Instead 
let’s make everyone feel special, everyone gets a trophy.  In turn, that makes a lot of 
people think that God must not really exist.  Because a truly loving God, as the Bible & 
Christians describe God, would let everyone go to Heaven.  A loving God would just save 
everyone.  Unfortunately, that’s not how it works. 

Once sin happened, there had to be a price paid to forgive that punishment.  Jesus 
came, lived a sinless life & died as a sacrifice/payment for the price of those sins. 

 
Ever had anyone break something of yours? ______ 
How did you handle it? ___________________________________________ 
Did it get fixed or did you have to get a new one? _______________________ 
Did you handle it the way God would want us to? _______ 

 

Sometimes it’s relationships that have to be fixed.  We may say or do  
something that damages a relationship, hurts feelings.  When we sin, we end up doing 
that to our relationship with God. 

Jesus ends the story talking about the older brother being mad because he has always 
done what his father asked but the father seemed like he was favoring the son 
who didn’t obey the father & ran off. 

This story was one of many parables (Earthly stories with Heavenly meanings) that Jesus told 
the people who were standing around him.  All of them were about why trusting & obeying God 
was important to be saved.  Why they & we should care about being separated from God and 
Heaven.  He wanted them to understand his mission on this earth was to go & find those who 
had sinned & were separated from God. 

In Jesus Story, Who was represented by the 3 people? 
 
The Lost Son: ________________ 
The Father: _________________ 
The Older Brother: _______________ 



Problem #3: You Cannot Enter Heaven 

Look at the list below and put a check by the actions that are sins: 

___ Lying     ___ Stealing   ___ Giving to others 

___ Talking back to parents  ___ Praying    ___ Hating 

___ Being Kind    ___ Fighting    ___ Reading the Bible 

___ Cussing     ___ Being Jealous   ___ Cheating 

 

Are you guilty of doing any of these, EVER?  __________ 

Who Can Help You?  

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8, NIV) 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, NIV) 

Jesus willingly took your punishment upon himself so you could be free to live with Him  
forever.  Why did God do that for you?  He did it because He loves you! 



We were separated from God because of something we have done, but we are brought to-
gether with God because of something Jesus did!  “But God gives us a free gift – life for-
ever in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23, ICB).  Since eternal life is a gift, it cannot 
be earned.  It can only be received.  When you receive Jesus Christ and trust Him as your 
Lord and Savior, you become part of God’s family and receive eternal life! 

“But to all who received him, he gave the right to become children of God.  All they need-
ed to do was to trust him to save them.”  (John 1:12, TLB) 

Write your name in the blanks 

God loved ________________ so much that he gave his one and only Son, that by 
believing in Him,  _______________ will not die, but will live forever.  By receiving 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,  ________________ has the right to become a 
child of God. 

Jesus also said: 
 
“I tell you the truth.  Unless one is born again, he cannot be in God’s 
kingdom” (John 3:3, ICB) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Breaker Question: “What is the scariest thing you have ever had to do?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So can you relate to the kid not wanting to jump?  Y/N 
Why was he scared to jump?  _____________________________________________ 
What made him decide to jump anyway? _____________________________________ 

Can you believe that there are still people in places who have never heard about God or  
Jesus.  We will talk about someone who went to teach one of those groups of people about 
God in just a minute but first let’s talk about Lafayette.  There are people, kids your age & 
older, who don’t know who God is. 

Just the other day, there was a High School student who was standing outside with a 
friend.  They saw a double rainbow & thought it was really cool.  The High Schooler asked 
her friend if she knew what the rainbow stood for.  The friends response was something 
totally different than what God says in the Bible that it stands for.  The friend had no idea 
that it stood for God’s promise to Noah & to us.  Or that that promise was that He would 
never flood the world again like he did during Noah’s time. 

 
What do you think you would have said to that friend in that situation?  
___________________________________________________________________ 
Did you know that’s what the rainbow stood for? Y/N 

The first step for that friend to believe in God may have just been hearing that little part 
of God’s word. 

We Are Family! 

Part 2 

Hear it, Believe it 

A Story Of Trust 
The newspaper told a story about a family that awoke one night to find their house on fire.  
The family escaped from the burning home – all except for the 10-year-old son named  
Tommy.  The noise of the fire engines caused him to wake up, but the fire had spread too 
far for him to run downstairs.  Tommy walked out onto the second-floor balcony.  His only 
way to safety was to jump, yet all he could see below him was smoke. 

Tommy then heard a voice urging him to jump.  It was his dad.  “Jump!” his father yelled.  
Tommy cried, “How can I jump, Dad?  I can’t even see you!” 

His father answered, “I can see you, Tommy.  Jump!  I promise I’ll catch you!”  Then Tommy 
hesitated for a moment.  He thought about his dads love for him.  He knew his dad would 
keep his word, so he jumped safely into his dad’s arms. 



 

STEP #1:  Hearing God’s word 

People need to hear about God’s love & his word.  

In Matthew 13:3-9,  Jesus tells the crowd a story about seeds.  
 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have 
much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came 
up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed 
fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.  Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

Just because we hear, doesn’t mean it will matter.  It happens all the time in our lives.  
How many times have you been accused by your parents or teacher of not listening to 
them?  And your response is, yes I heard you.  What was the problem then?  You heard 
them but you didn’t act on what you heard.  You just kept doing what you wanted to do. 

God calls us to hear his Word (the Bible) and actually do something about it. 

“Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks 
at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like.”   (James 1:23,24, NIV) 

 

As Jesus was getting ready to leave the earth, he left some words of wisdom with his 
disciples and all those who heard or read the words.  We call it the Great Commission.  
We find it in Matthew 28:16-20 

“Then the 11 disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have  
commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

God wants everyone to hear his message.  As you may already know or have seen, not 
everyone wants to even listen.  

In 1956, there were a group of 5 missionaries flew to the jungles of Ecuador to tell a 
remote tribe, the Waodani, about God.  The tribes people were very angry/hostile  
towards the missionaries.  When the men refused to leave, the tribes people used their 
spears & machetes to kill the men. 

The organization that sent the men arranged to have their bodies picked up & brought 
back home for funerals.  THEN the widow of the lead missionary decided to set up a 
meeting with a couple woman of the very tribe that killed her husband.  What would 
happen after that meeting would change a lot of people’s lives.  To be continued … 



God’s message that we have to hear first is … 
There is nothing you can do to make up for the bad things you have done.  That’s why we 
need Jesus as our Savior.  The Bible says: 

“He saved us – not because we were good enough to be saved, 
but because of his kindness and pity.” 

(Titus 3:5, TLB) 

The only thing you can do to become part of God’s family is to trust Jesus! 

Trusting Jesus 

 

You can only be forgiven by trusting Jesus.  Listen to God’s prom-
ise:  “God says he will accept and acquit us . . . . if we trust Jesus 
Christ to take away our sins.  And we all can be saved in the same 
way, no matter who we are or what we have been like.” 
(Romans 3:21,22, TLB) 
 
God accepts you no matter how good or bad you have been when 
you trust Jesus Christ to take away your sins.  Trust means more 
than just believing – it means putting your life in God’s hands. 

 

You can trust God because He loves you more than anyone and will always ask you to do 
what’s best for you.  But that leads us to our 2nd step in salvation: Believe! 

Many of you may or may have not heard of a movie that actor Harrison Ford was in: Indiana 
Jones & the Last Crusade.  Ford plays a character who is a world renowned treasure hunter.  
His father did the same thing.  A lot of times that meant he was forced by bad people to get 
priceless items from dangerous places. 

One of those priceless items was the Holy Grail.  Supposedly it was the cup that Jesus had 
drank from & if you drank from it, you would have eternal life on this earth.  Once again 
some bad guys were holding his father & friends captive thus forcing him to complete the 
dangerous task. 

To get to where the Holy Grail Cup is, Indiana Jones has to cross a huge span between two 
rocks.  The book of secrets he uses tells of taking a leap of faith.  Ultimately, there was a 
bridge that you couldn’t see (blended into the rocks) that you had to walk across to get to 
the other side.  You have to Believe the bridge is there or you fail at the task of getting the 
cup. 

Indiana Jones takes the leap of faith by stepping out into the unknown and he finds the 
bridge.  He’s able to get across & the movie can keep going.  But in the end it took faith, he 
had to believe. 

What is the hardest thing you have ever had to believe? __________________________ 
Have you ever not believed something & it was actually true? Y?N 
Have you ever believed something that isn’t true? Y/N 
How do you feel after not believing something that is true & believing in something that isn’t 
true?  _______________________________________________________________ 



Believe 

Believing in something you can’t see it is a hard task. 
 
Many see one of Jesus disciples, Thomas, as Doubting Thomas. 
But really, he is just like many of us.  Seeing is believing. 
Jesus spoke to this when Thomas saw Jesus after he had 
raised from the dead, “Because you have seen me, 
you have believed.  Blessed are those who have 
not seen me but still have believed.”  (John 20:29, ESV) 

There are many things in life today that make it hard 
to believe in the things we see or hear.  Most of us have 
probably watched a magic show before, the Magician 
pulls off a really cool trick and we are left going, 
“How did they do that?  I can’t believe what I just saw?” 

 

What would you describe the best Magic Trick you have ever seen? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Belief in God and his Word can be hard because so many things in the world today try to trick 
us in to believing things that aren’t true.  But God’s word can be trusted.  And if we can trust 
his word, then we can trust what it says about salvation. 
 
I told you I would come back to the story about the missionaries.  After the meeting  
between the women.  The widow of the lead missionary & her children actually moved into the 
tribes camp and lived with them until the widow died.  Then the children were raised by the 
tribe.  In fact one of the main people to take care of the children was actually the man who 
killed the lead missionary.  That man’s life changed forever once he actually believed in God’s 
Word.  The who mission of those missionaries.  They gave their lives for that man to believe. 
 
We aren’t all called to give up our lives to tell people about God but we will be asked to give 
up our comforts. 
 
What are some comforts you might have to give up to help people Believe in God? 
 
_____________         _____________  _____________  ____________ 
 
_____________         _____________  _____________  ____________ 
 
 
As Paul said about believing & living for God:   
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 
Galatians 2:20 
 



We Are Family! 

Part 3 

Did you mean it? 

Ice Breaker:  Have you ever told someone you were sorry & didn’t really mean it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you seen a singer now days lip synch a song?  Y/N  Who? ______________________ 
Do you think it was right for Milli vanilli to do what they did? Y/N 
Should they have been treated as such outcasts for what they did? Y/N 
Why or Why not? _______________________________________________________ 

Whenever we are lied to or tricked it hurts.  We trusted that person & they misused that 
trust.  Sometimes it’s famous people who loose our trust but maybe it’s people closer to us. 

God feels the same way.  Whenever we sin against God or just plain don’t listen to God  
(that voice in our head), it hurts God.  The remarkable part is God loves us no matter what.  
He will never abandon us, He will never throw us away, He will never treat us as not part of 
the family...unless...we choose to walk away from Him, we throw Him away, we treat Him as a 
stranger. 

God puts it pretty plainly in his letter to us (The Bible): 

“Whoever acknowledges me before other, I will also acknowledge before my Father in  
heaven.  But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 10:32-33 

We have to be willing to take the gift that is offered to us by the death & resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, salvation.  By accepting that gift we have to be willing to follow his commands, 
too. 

Does Sorry Cut it? 
1990 was a great time in music, ok you weren’t even alive then but trust us.  Back then there 
was a group called Milli Vanilli.  They were on top of the music world.  Everyone bought their 
records & their concerts sold out. 

Everything fell apart, though, during a Live MTV awards performance.  During one of their 
songs, the recorded track they were lip synching to began to skip & repeat the same phrase 
of the song over & over.  The media destroyed them & called them frauds.  A few days  
later, their manager finally admitted that the songs they were famous for weren’t even 
theirs.  They had pretended to sing while the real singers voices were played.  They had all 
their Grammy awards taken away.  They apologized for what they had done but the damage 
was done. 

They later made a second album as themselves REALLY singing this time.  They didn’t sell as 
much as they did with their first FAKE album. 



When you want an A in a class you can’t just expect the teacher to just give it to you, it would 
be nice, but that’s not how it works.  You have to follow the syllabus and plan the teacher has.  
Studying chapter 20 in Math when the test is over chapter 22 won’t get you an A just because 
you like what’s in chapter 20 more.  You have to do what the teacher asks. 

In the same way there is a plan for salvation laid out by God (The teacher) through scripture.  
Follow the plan & you pass.  Do your own thing & things don’t go well. 

Does that Analogy of the math class connect for you?  Y?N 
Why/Why not? ___________________________________________________________ 
Is there a better example you could think of?  What?  _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Recognize, Confess, & Turn Away From Sin 

The next step in the process is Repent & Confess: 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:9 

We have to be willing to follow God for God to lead us!  Forgiveness of our sins is available if 
we will accept Jesus. 

“I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over 99 righteous persons who do not need to repent.”  Luke 15:7 

Both of these verses talk about a different part of the salvation plan.  One talks of confessing 
our sins & the other talks about repenting of our sins.  Both of these words are connected.  
You can buy a new car to drive around & show off to your friends but without gas you won’t be 
doing much driving.  The same is true here, you can’t truly find forgiveness for the sins you 
confess if there is no repentance connected.  Confession alone is it just saying we are sorry.  
Is it like tripping someone over & over again & feeling better because you say your sorry each 
time?  Well it’s definitely more that that. 
 
When we sin against God, it separates us from God.  That separation from God was never God’s 
desire but our free will (that he gave to us to make our own choices including the choice to love 
Him) can be what brings that separation.  If we choose to follow our own path & not God’s,  
separation from God & his plan is always a consequence of that decision.  So if we truly want to 
follow God & be part of his family, we have to choose to do things that please God.  God is 
pleased when you can recognize sin, turn away from sin and follow His ways!  The Bible calls 
this “repentance.” 

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out” 
(Acts 3:19, NIV) 

Repentance is making a U-turn with your life. 

 

 



When you accept Jesus as your Lord, you accept the things he values, like love, honesty, pa-
tience, and obedience.  When Jesus is your Lord, you live to please Him.  The Bible says, “God 
has bought you with a great price.  So use every part of your body to give glory back to God, 
because He owns it.” (1 Corinthians 6:20, TLB) 

So knowing that God has a plan that he has laid out for us.  How do we fix things when we 
choose to go off the path?  If you were driving your parents car & accidently drove up on a 
curve, you wouldn’t just ignore it & keep on driving. (hopefully)  You would look over & say, 
“Oh, I’m sorry I didn’t mean to do that.”  That phrase not only says your sorry but that you 
won’t try to do it at the next curb.  But if you just looked at them & said “sorry” but aimed 
for the very next curb, where’s the “sorry” fall on the truth meter.  (not very high). 

So how would you describe the difference between confess & repent to someone? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Well to sum it all up in a nutshell.  When you confess something, it’s usually because you got 
caught.  Repentance comes when you not only confess but make an effort to not do it again.  
No easy task! 

So we have talked about Hearing, Believing, & now confess & repent.  Three important parts 
of the salvation story but not the end. 

If you were telling someone about what they needed to do to accept God, how would you de-
scribe each of these three steps to them?  (We will talk about the next two over the next 
two weeks. 

 

Step 1 Here: __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Step 2 Believe: ________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Step 3 Repent & Confess: _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



Baptism (Acts 2:38)  

 

Which one of the seasons do you like more? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether you like winter or not, it's going to come.  What comes with winter? (Snow, Ice, Cold, etc.) 

Have you ever been told to be careful on frozen lakes?  Well there are some important things to know about fro-
zen lakes.  (Show them on a ruler during this part) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a lake only has 2 inches of ice on it , it's not safe to walk on.  (Mark the Ruler with X) 

If a lake has 4 inches of ice on it , you should be able to stand, skate, or even cut a hole & Ice fish on it.  
(Mark the Ruler with OK) 

If a lake has 5 inches of ice on it, you should be able to ride a snowmobile on it. (Mark the Ruler with S) 

8-12 inches and you can drive a small to medium size car on it. (Mark the Ruler with C) 

12 inches plus and you can drive a medium size truck on it. (Mark the Ruler with T) 
 

 Those are all important facts if you want to get across the lake & not fall in a frozen lake.  They may safe you 
from becoming a frozen ice cycle but those facts don’t tell you about how important Baptism is to our salvation.  
That information comes from God’s word, The Bible! 

God's word gives us facts of what we should do if we want to get to Jesus.  Hear, Believe, Repent/Confess, Be 
Baptized, & tell others about God.  Miss one of those & things just don't work.  Miss one of those important facts 
about frozen lakes and things can really not work out. 

We Are Family! 

Part 4 

Water Rescue! 



In 2015, a St. Louis teenager was playing with his friends & they decided to go out on the frozen ice of a lake.  
Unfortunately, they didn't follow the facts we just went over.  3 of them fell through the ice into the VERY cold 
water.  When the firefighters got to them, 2 of the boys were able to get out of the water with help.  But the 
the third boy, John, was still in the water.  He spent 15 minutes in that cold water of the lake in early February. 
 

They took John to the hospital but he wasn't breathing & his heart wasn't moving blood in his body.  Most people 
have a body temperature of 98.6, his was 88 degrees.  The doctors had no hope they could save John. 

 

His mom had arrived at the hospital and was very sad she was going to lose her son, John.  So she prayed to God 
to please save her son. 

 

Soon after, the doctors told everyone that he was breathing again & his heart was working.  The doctors didn't 
know how this could be true.  John made a full recovery.  The only thing that doctors said saved John was the cold 
water slowing down his body's reaction to what happened to him & his mother's prayer to God.  God stepped in 
and saved her son's life that day! 

So how do you think you could use this story to tell someone about being baptized? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

When Jesus died on the cross & rose from the dead, it was a miracle.  But it wasn't just any miracle.  God sent 
Jesus not to die on a cross for anything Jesus did but for all of our sins.  When the devil tries to say we should be 
punished for our sins, Jesus stands up for us and reminds everyone that He already paid the price for our sins.  
It's a gift from Jesus!  But it's a gift we have to be willing to accept. 

 

The gift of salvation is just like any other gift.  You never really get the gift unless you accept it.  You  
grandparents can buy you a mustang for you to drive someday but if you never take the keys, you’re not going to 
get too far.  

 

Some people who did accept the gift & were Baptized include: 

o On the day the church began, 3000 people who believed in Jesus were baptized (Acts 2)  

o The Samaritan men & women believed Philip’s message and were baptized (Acts 8)  

o After the Ethiopian official heard about Jesus, he asked to be baptized (Acts 8)  

o Cornelius, his relatives and friends were ordered to be baptized after they believed and received the Holy  
Spirit (Acts 10)  

o A jailer and his family were baptized because they had come to believe in Jesus (Acts 16)  

o Some of John the Baptist’s disciples were baptized because they believed in Jesus  (Acts 19)  

 
Baptism is a symbol of the commitment you make to God in becoming a Christian.  You are “buried” in water –  
representing the fact that your sins and old way of life are put to death.  Then, you are “raised” from the water – 
just as Jesus was raised from the dead, so that you may live a new life for God.  

Baptism was not new to people though.  Many people had been baptized before Jesus but baptism didn’t have the 
same meaning before Jesus died & rose from the dead.  Pre-Jesus baptisms were used as a spiritual cleansing as 
part of the Jewish people asking for the forgiveness of their sins through the High Priest.  The only way you 
could be absolved (forgiven) of your sins was through sacrifices of a pure lamb & the High Priest going into the 
holy of holies to ask for the forgiveness of people’s sins.  Jesus totally changed things when he came along! 



The Bible talks about baptism in a lot of the scriptures, take time took look at these scriptures & write down 
what it says: 

Romans 6:4 - __________________________________________________________________________ 
1 Corinthians 12:13 - ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Peter 3:21 - _________________________________________________________________________ 

Colossians 2:12 - _______________________________________________________________________ 

Galatians 3:27 - ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark 16:16 - __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Some people want to argue that baptism is a work.  That no work should be included in the process of salvation.  
They use this scripture to back up their point: 
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not 
by works, so that no man can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

The difference is that we are not doing a work by being baptized.  We are following what all these previous scrip-
tures command & set the example to do.  Besides all that, we are following the very example of Jesus himself. 
Jesus was baptized, too.  But wait??  Jesus didn't sin, so why did he get baptized?  To set the example & follow 
his Father's wishes.  He says so himself. 

 

Read the story of John Baptizing Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17)  What did you learn? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When you give your life to God, He washes your soul clean of sin and fills you with His Spirit, making you His child.  
You look the same on the outside, but you are new on the inside.  The Bible promises:  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the new is here!”   
(2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV) 

The verse continues with what to do next but we will wait & talk about that next week. 

Knowing all this, how do you think you would encourage someone to be baptized as part of their salvation journey? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

God wants us all to be part of the family.  All through the New Testament we see God speaking through the words 
of many people.  It’s not just one person’s opinion. 

“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 
(John 1:9-13) 

 

 



We Are Family! 

Part 5 

Tell Them! 

Penn Jillette is a magician who preforms with a guy named Teller.  Pen does all the talking, 
Teller doesn’t ever speak when they preform.  Both are very funny & very good at what they 
do.  The big thing though is that Penn is a very strong atheist. 

 

 

 

 

But some years ago he had an interaction with a guy that would have a huge impact on his life.  
He actually posted a video after the interaction following one of his shows.  The man who met 
him after the show handed him a Gideon Bible.  A Gideon Bible is just a pocket size Bible with 
the book of Psalms & the New Testament in it. 

“I wrote in the front of it,” the man said, “and I wanted you to have this.”  Penn said, “He was 
kind, and nice, and sane, and looked me in the eyes, and talked to me, and then gave me this  
Bible.” 

 

 

 

 

“I’ve always said,” Penn explained, “I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t re-
spect that at all. If you believe there is a heaven and hell, and people could be going to hell or 
not getting eternal life or whatever, and you think it’s not really worth telling them this  
because it would make it socially awkward. 

“How much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to 
hate someone to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?” 

Penn then offered this example to illustrate his point: “If I believed, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t believe it, that that truck was bearing 
down on you, there’s a certain point that I tackle you, and this is more important than that.” 

 

 
 



 
“This guy was a really good guy. He was polite, honest, and sane, and he cared enough about me  
to proselytize and give me a Bible.” 

Now, Penn is still an atheist, and he wanted to make that clear: “I know there’s no God, and one 
polite person living his life right doesn’t change that. 

Penn continued, “But I’ll tell you, he was a very, very, very good man. And that’s really im-
portant. And with that kind of goodness, it’s okay to have that deep of a disagreement.  I still 
think religion does a lot of bad stuff, but, man, that was a good man who gave me that book. 
That’s all I wanted to say.” 

Of course, Penn is completely right about telling others.  
 
Do we really believe the Gospel? Y/N 
 
And if we do, do we love those around us enough to share it with them, even if it’s socially dif-
ficult? Y/N 

Why do you think this simple jester had such an impact on Penn? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

God specifically calls us to tell others about who He is.  We just saw a non-Christian refer to it 
as proselytizing.  But there is actually a much more accurate & understandable word, Witness. 

We see witnesses in all different parts of our lives.  We look for witnesses when we are trying 
to prove we have really seen something or did something.  People go to court, they want a  
witness to testify on their behalf.  Witnesses, prove something is true! 

Jesus put it this way, “You are the light of the world.  A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 

What challenge do you see Jesus putting out there for Christians as you read this scripture? 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Back in 2005, Nike wanted to start a new marketing plan that centered around LeBron James 
who was playing for the Cleveland Cavaliers.  As they put it “The witness campaign pays tribute 
to James and acknowledges the legions of fans worldwide who are ‘Witnessing’ his greatness, 
power, athleticism and beautiful style of play.”  There were banners, t-shirts, etc that had one 
word on it “Witness”.  Everywhere you looked you saw the logo even outside Cleveland.  They 
were all in, sold on LeBron James & his team. 

What would happen if we did the same for God?  What if we were so excited to be 
“Witnesses” for God that people couldn’t help but know we were all in for God? 

What’s all in look like?______________________________________________________ 



You Live For God! 
As a member of God’s family, you continually let God work in you and through you to help 
others come to see God through you.  One Christian says, “I have been crucified with 
Christ: and I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20)  So you allow Je-
sus to reach the world through you! 

 
Let God work in you to Make You More Like Jesus 

     “In your relationships with one another, have the same  
                                               mindset as Christ Jesus.” 
       (Philippians 2:5, NIV) 

    Even though you aren’t perfect, God wants you to try your best 
    to be like Jesus. 

What Would Jesus Do? 

Suppose each day you walk by one of your classmates sitting on the floor in the hallway by 
himself.  The other kids always ignore him or tease him.  What do you think Jesus would do if 
He came down that hall? 

It’s always good to ask yourself: “What would Jesus do?” and then do the same! 

What are a couple ways you could show Jesus to others? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

The Fruit Of The Spirit 

The Holy Spirit lives in  you to give you 
power to live for God.  As you grow closer 
to God and obey His will for you, you will 
begin to produce fruit – the fruit of the Spirit. 

God changes you from the inside out!  The 
more you grow as a Christian, the more loving, 
joyful and peaceful – the more Christ like – you  
become! 
 
Don’t get us wrong.  Just because you become a Christian doesn’t mean that you all of a sud-
den have a personality transplant.  You don’t become a whole different person.  You become a 
better version of yourself, or at least that is the goal.  It’s that change for the better that 
can cause others to start to wonder why the change.  They may start asking questions about 
who Jesus is. 



 

 

 
 

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:16-20 

 

What’s the Plan! 
Let God work through you to Help Others meet God.  

“He (Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  Whoever 
believes AND is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”   
Mark 16:15-16 
 
God wants each Christian to share the message of Christ so others can be part of God’s family, 
too!  So how do we do that? 

You can help others know about Jesus by: 

Inviting friends and relatives to church 
Praying for those who are not yet Christians 
Supporting missionaries with prayers and money 
Telling others how coming to know Jesus has changed your life forever 

Our world is becoming more and more intolerant of God’s word and message AND those who 
believe in it.  We live in a McDonald's menu board day.  You can pick & choose whatever items 
you want, make it a combo, & then check out.  Why believe in a God who says we shouldn’t do 
what we want when all we have to do is order up any number of other religions who will tell us 
it’s really ok.  Or if you can’t find something you like, make up your own.  I’m looking at you  
Scientology!  “Be yourself” they say.  Completely ignoring the destruction that lies ahead be-
cause of those choices. 

The message we have is not an easy message but it’s the message that leads to eternal life 
with God.  Jesus warned it wouldn’t be easy: 

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates you.  Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not  
greater than his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed 
my teaching, they will obey yours also.”  John 15:18-20 

Our mission is to let everyone know about Jesus!  Who is someone you could share the gospel 
message with or invite to church?  ____________________________________________ 


