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A Year to Forget, or Maybe Not.  
By Jeff Keller  

2020.  This is one of those years that if we were in that land of 
Egypt serving under the Pharaoh Ramses from the Cecil B. 
DeMille version of the 10 Commandments...every remnant of 
history from this year, every awful thing we have experienced 
would be stricken from the record...may the YEAR 2020 never 
be spoken of again!   

I know that is ridiculous...but in reality there has been so many 
things that have happened...and not happened...that have 
made this a year we would like to forget.   

On that note, it is with great disappointment that we have 
decided to postpone vision casting until 2021.  We had a 
development this week that caused our vision casting 
opening weekend to be postponed for the second time this 
year.  We originally had it scheduled in March.  This 
weekend...actually starting tonight we were supposed to give 
it another shot...but circumstances outside our control have 
caused us to push it to next year.   

This was a huge blow to our leadership team, as we had 
been preparing spiritually for weeks to walk into the sanctuary 
and spend several hours over the course of the weekend 
seeking God’s face, His will, and His plan for this church.  As 
much as everyone on our team invested spiritually in this 
coming weekend...I spent an enormous amount of time in 
preparation - both physically in preparing documents and 
getting the process ready, but more importantly the amount 
of spiritual preparation that I had done (now twice) this year 
was huge...so the loss of the chance to do vision casting this 
year was a very large blow to absorb emotionally.   Thursday 
was a very difficult day.   

But around 11am on Thursday after I had finished notifications 
of the team and cleaned up all the stuff that we had set up 
for the vision casting...I spent some time reflecting on what 
God has done this year.  I spent some time practicing what I 
have been preaching...to TOWDAH God even when we are 
going through a difficult season.  So here is what I came up 
with... 

• God has used this pandemic to help us find new ways to 
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THE BIG THREE! 

Parent Appreciation Breakfast 

Our Good Shepherd Preschool will 
be hosting Parent Appreciation 
Breakfasts next week on Thursday 
and Friday.  If you are available and 
would like to meet some of our 
preschool parents we would 
encourage you to attend.  Both 
days the breakfast will start at 
opening of preschool at 9am.   

Special Thanksgiving! 

The Annual Thanksgiving 
Celebration Pitch-in Dinner that we 
normally have will not take place 
this year due to Covid restrictions 
with food handling and what not.  
But we will still be having a Special 
Thanksgiving Worship Service on 
that night!  November 22nd we will 
have a worship and thanks service 
that will take place at 6:30pm.      

November Home Pointe Materials 

• IDEA CARDS 
• Thanksgiving Hungry Hungry 

Thank You’s (Children’s Activity) 
• Thanksgiving Attitude of 

Gratitude (Family) 
• Marriage Date Night - 

Discovering Needs 
• Podcasts 

• Intentional Couples 
• Tech Savvy Parenting 
• Movie Nights 

New materials come out each month
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connect with people and communicate the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through video, social media, our website, and 
YouTube. 

• Because of the Covid crisis we received a grant to 
purchase new equipment to make the production of videos 
much more efficient and with better quality.   

• At two family fun events we have had well over 300 
people in attendance who are from our neighborhood, our 
preschool and our community.  Through those events we 
have connected with several families.  

• We have started a new ministry, HOME POINTE, which is 
already helping many folks grow in their walk with Jesus as 
well as deal with difficult situations they have in their lives.  It 
is making stronger families and it is making our church family 
stronger. 

• We have added two preschool families to our church 
family, and over 30 families have been adopted by church 
members with the hope that more families from our 
preschool will join our family here at BLC!   

• 6 kids were picked up for Compassion Sunday with 
Compassion International - which was a record number of 
kids picked up at BLC in the last 6 years. Over 100 OCC shoe 
boxes will go overseas. We have served our community with 
our food pantry and prayer for Miami School.  We are 
financially supporting or serving a total of 11 Missions all over 
our country and the world.   

•We are going to comfortably fulfill our budget 
commitments this year and go into 2021 with money in the 
bank for the 5th year in a row with no outstanding debt!  
Praise God and thank you for your generosity!   

• We have added 17 new members in the last three months, 
4 of those new babies (with one still on the way), and 4 
baptisms with two more baptisms happening in the coming 
weeks.  Even in a pandemic our family is growing!!!   

• We have had a spiritual awakening in the church through 
a wonderful worship series 7 Hebrew Words of Praise...I have 
personally witnessed so much growth and excitement from 
the congregation in this area of praise, worshipping with 
expressiveness and focused emotion lifting GOD up and 
giving Him the glory for the great things He has done.  
Seeing the majority of the congregation embrace these 
words, Shabach, Barak, Halal, Towdah, Yadah, Zamar, and 
Tehillah, and stretch themselves spiritually has been a very 
encouraging thing to witness!   

... Maybe 2020 is not a year to forget after all!
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Thanksgiving Prayer 

By Jeff Keller          

Over the next few weeks I will be 
sharing some thanksgiving prayers 
from different sources. Please use 
these to enhance your prayer time 
with God during this season of 
thanks! 

Father, We Thank Thee 
For flowers that bloom about our 
feet, Father, we thank Thee.  
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet, 
Father, we thank Thee.  
For the song of bird and hum of 
bee, for all things fair we hear or 
see, Father in heaven, we thank 
Thee.  
For blue of stream and blue of sky, 
Father, we thank Thee.  
For pleasant shade of branches 
high, Father, we thank Thee.  
For fragrant air and cooling 
breeze, for beauty of the blooming 
trees, Father in heaven, we thank 
Thee.  
For this new morning with its light, 
Father, we thank Thee.  
For rest and shelter of the night, 
Father, we thank Thee.  
For health and food, for love and 
friends, for everything Thy 
goodness sends, Father in heaven, 
we thank Thee. 
 — Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, 
all ye lands. Serve the LORD with 
gladness: come before his 
presence with singing. Know ye 
that the LORD he is God: it is he 
that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. Enter into 
his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. For the LORD is good; his 
mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations. 
   — Psalm 100 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
may He cause His light to shine upon 

you, and grant you peace!   
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