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Little House Lessons 
By Jeff Keller  

Recently, out of pure disgust in regards to what passes for 
television and entertainment these days, Amy and I have 
started watching some shows from our childhood on COZY TV.  
The main one we have been watching, actually more me 
than Amy - but she joins me when she’s not busy doing school 
work - is Little House on the Prairie.   

There may be some guys out there that are going to want me 
to turn in my man card now...but really as we have been 
watching the show - there are many things that are ringing 
true today.  There was an episode about a controversial 
eleciton.  There was an episode about a virus making its way 
through Walnut Grove...actually I think about every fifth 
episode was about someone getting gravely ill - and we think 
we have it bad this year!  All jokes aside, Amy and I have 
seen a great deal of relevance in this show that was filmed 
back in the mid 70’s through the mid 80’s - proving once 
again as the Ecclesiastes writer famously stated... “There is 
nothing new under the sun”.   

One thing that I have noticed about the show, and it is 
probably why my parents watched it every week, was there is 
a heavy spiritual tone.  I of course enjoy this.  Several episodes 
have scripture quoted right in them, and several have the 
family and the towns people crammed in the standing room 
only worship services at the schoolhouse/church.  Reverend 
Alden, played by Dabbs Greer who also later in life played 
the older “Tom Hanks” in the movie The Green Mile makes 
several appearances in the show - he was in 76 episodes, 
making him a major character.  Faith was a part of the 
American way of life in the prairie, and apparently in that 
time (70’s-80’s) faith in Christ could be portrayed on TV 
without it being a punchline to a joke.   

In a recent episode we watched, the episode titled I’ll Be 
Waving As You Drive Away - the two part episode famous for 
when Mary goes blind - there is a scripture quoted in the 
episode at the end by Melissa Sue Anderson who plays Mary.  
She reads from a Braille Bible from Psalm 15.  Now the episode 
has a side story to Mary’s blindness, where Walnut Grove is 
basically having to shut down - because the Railroad is 
making it difficult on the towns without railroads to stay viable.  
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THE BIG THREE!  

No Sunday School for 
Remainder of November 

A reminder that we will continue to 
suspend Sunday School for the rest 
of November.  December 6th is our 
target to restart.  If things have not 
changed however by then, we may 
continue the suspension through 
December.  Stay posted.   

Miami Work Day 

Tomorrow - November 21, at 9am 
we will have a team meeting at 
Miami Elementary to do our Annual 
Fall Work Day for the school.  Leaves 
will be cleaned up along with other 
lawn & garden clean up for the 
winter will be taking place.  Meet at 
the school at 9am.  

Budget and Elders for 2021 

The congregation will be given the 
opportunity as we do every year to 
give a vote of affirmation to the 
proposed budget and elders who 
will be incoming to serve for the 
year 2021.  We are adding a new 
wrinkle this year by allowing an 
online vote to occur for those who 
cannot make it to in person 
services.  More details will be 
forthcoming, you will receive a one 
call with instructions.  If you are not 
part of one call and would like to 
be, contact the church office.  Only 
Members of the church are allowed 
to participate in this affirmation.     
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All the people of Walnut Grove are shutting down their 
businesses and moving away...including near the end of the 
episode the Ingalls family decides to follow Mary to Iowa.  
Mary reads this Psalm to give the people comfort but also to 
challenge the people, much as she had been challenged 
when losing her sight, to stay on the path of righteousness, 
and stay faithful to God even though they are going 
through this difficult time.   

Psalm 15 
A psalm of David. 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 
    Who may live on your holy mountain? 
2 The one whose walk is blameless, 
    who does what is righteous, 
    who speaks the truth from their heart; 
3 whose tongue utters no slander, 
    who does no wrong to a neighbor, 
    and casts no slur on others; 
4 who despises a vile person 
    but honors those who fear the Lord; 
who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 
    and does not change their mind; 
5 who lends money to the poor without interest; 
    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 
Whoever does these things 
    will never be shaken. 

When Mary finished reading the Psalm, the episode ended, 
frozen on an image of her smiling face.  She had overcome 
her struggle.  She had found a new purpose out of the tragic 
loss of her sight.  She was encouraging the rest of her family 
and friends that they too would overcome if they stayed 
faithful!  They will never be broken!   

I want to pass this Little House Lesson on to anyone who is 
reading this.  I am hearing this lesson myself as I share it.  This 
difficult time that we are going through is rough.  Politics.  
Virus.  Racial Tension.  Financial uncertainty.  2020 has been 
enough to knock anyone off of their pedestal of security.  
But the lesson is this: 

Stay faithful Christian!  Stay true.  Stay righteous.  If we want 
to live with Christ then we have to continue to stay on the 
narrow path with Him.  We cannot deviate from it to the 
right or to the left.  The narrow path is with Jesus.   

Do you have a tongue that utters no slander?  Have you 
done right by your neighbors?  Have you kept your promises 
even when it has hurt to do so?  Have you given without 
expecting anything in return?  Have you stayed pure in your 
financial dealings?  God’s Word says those who have done 
these things will not be shaken no matter what tragedy 
befalls us.  Be encouraged!  Live in Christ!  
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Thanksgiving Prayer 

By Jeff Keller          

We continue our thanksgiving 
prayer series with a prayer from 
Harold Jewel and Matthew 6 
Jesus’ Model Prayer.  Use these this 
week as you praise God for all He 
has done!  

We Give Thanks 

Our Father in Heaven, 
we give thanks for the pleasure 
of gathering together for this 
occasion. 
We give thanks for this food 
prepared by loving hands. 
We give thanks for life, 
the freedom to enjoy it all 
and all other blessings. 
As we partake of this food, 
we pray for health and strength 
to carry on and try to live as You 
would have us. 
This we ask in the name of Christ, 
our Heavenly Father. 

— Harold Jewell 

The Model Prayer 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 

—Matthew 6:9-13 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
may He cause His light to shine upon 

you, and grant you peace!   

Don’t Forget:   
Special 

Thanksgiving 
Celebration  

Sunday 6:30pm! 
Also Live on YouTube
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