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Evergreen - Our Eternal Family 
By Jeff Keller  

December has arrived with some colder temperatures, some 
darker afternoons, and this year more COVID restrictions.  
Have no fear....Christmas is near!  Christmas is the time of year 
where even the worst seasons of life can be lifted away if we 
focus on the hope of Jesus Christ.  I want to encourage you 
that whatever hardship you have endured this year...and we 
all have endured a lot, you are part of a great eternal family 
that is praying for you, walking with you through your valley, 
and ready to encourage you to make it through.   

This Christmas, our series will be titled Evergreen.  I don’t want 
to give too much away but we will essentially be taking time 
to examine some of the folks who ended up in the Family Tree 
of Jesus, leading up to his birth, and how those who believe in 
Jesus have ended up in that Family Tree as well.   

This year I will not be talking about shepherds and angels, 
wise men, donkeys, or stables.  I want us to focus not on the 
story of his birth as much as why he came.  He came to be 
God with us.  He came to redeem sinners.  He came to be our 
righteous King, and he came to unify all people as one in His 
name.   

We hope that you will join us either in person or online this 
month to learn more about our family history, and what it 
means to be a part of this eternal family!   

There are several important church events coming in the next 
three weeks and they are listed above in the BIG THREE - but I 
want to share some details with you about those events.   

The first event on the schedule is our annual Christmas 
Memorial Service.  We usually have a meal prior to the service 
for our widows and widowers, but due to the COVID-19 issues 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Christmas Schedule 

Dec. 13th - Christmas Memorial 
Service at 6pm.   

Dec. 16th - GSLC Christmas Program 
at 6:30pm. 

Dec. 23rd - Christmas Eve-Eve 
Celebration - 6:30pm 

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Service - 
6:30pm 

Dec. 27 - 1 SERVICE - 11AM 

Amazon Smiles 

There will be an announcement 
given by the finance team leader 
Mike Roller this Sunday about our 
entrance into the Amazon Smiles 
program.  Do you shop at Amazon?  
Through the Smiles program, for 
every dollar you spend on Amazon, 
we would get .5% of the total 
purchase amount given by Amazon 
to BLC.  It doesn’t cost you anything 
extra and the church gets a 
donation!  More information to 
come!   

Budget and Elders for 2021 

This Sunday we will have the 
congregational affirmation vote for the 
2021 Elders and Budget.  You must be a 
member to vote.  This year there is an 
added online vote option.  You can cast 
your vote online between December 4th 
and December 6th.  Voting ends at 
Noon on the 6th.  If you are a member 
you will receive an email with 
instructions.  
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that we are still dealing with, we are not going to have the 
meal this year.  Don’t worry...it will be back in 2021!  We 
value our widows and widowers here at BLC and we love 
you and are sorry we won’t be able to serve you this year in 
this way.  But we are still having our Service at 6:30pm on 
December 13th.  The theme this year is EVERGREEN - 
ETERNAL FAMILY - and we will be looking at the story of 
Lazarus as we honor and remember our loved ones who 
have gone before us.  There will be music, candle lighting, 
and a message of encouragement.  We pray that you will 
come and join us this year and remember you can honor 
someone you have lost recently or it can be someone who 
has been gone many years.  It’s about connecting with our 
loved ones during this difficult time of year and supporting 
one another.   

On December 16th at 6:30pm we are having our annual 
Good Shepherd Learning Center Christmas Program.  
Unfortunately, again because of COVID-19 concerns we are 
limiting attendance to immediate families of our students 
only.  We are going to make a video of the program that will 
be available to our students families to share with loved 
ones.  We are also asking the church family not to attend 
this year.  This grieves us because this is one of our 
connecting points through the adopt a family program...but 
again we are trying to protect everyone involved.   

On December 23rd at 6:30pm we will have our annual 
Christmas Eve/Eve Celebration, complete with a kid friendly 
first half and childcare provided for the second half of the 
program.  This program provides a variety of things to 
celebrate the Christmas season from kids songs, to skits, all 
the way to our more traditional Christmas offerings of music 
to prepare our hearts for the season of celebration.  Our BLC 
Worship Team leads this program and we hope that you will 
attend in person or join us online live at 6:30pm on our 
YouTube channel. 

On December 24th at 6:30pm we will have our annual 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service complete with Christmas 
communion.  We do ask that masks and social distancing 
be observed for this service.  This service will also be 
broadcast live on our YouTube channel that night for those 
who cannot join us in person.  This night will be complete 
with traditional Christmas music, communion, a message 
from Matthew 2, and we will finish the night with our tradition 
of singing Silent night with candles lit.  We hope you can join 
us.   

We want to make sure everyone is safe, but we also want to 
make sure we approach our Christmas season with joy, 
hope, faith, and love and recognize and honor the birth of 
our Savior and LORD - Jesus.   
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Updates for Worship/Sunday School 

By Jeff Keller          

The elders of BLC have made the 
decision to continue to suspend 
Sunday School through our next elders 
meeting on January 5th, 2021.  We will 
continue to monitor the situation going 
on in Tippacanoe County and make a 
decision at that meeting on whether to 
resume or to continue to suspend 
through the end of January.  We grieve 
that we have to keep pushing it off, 
and we grieve that we have to keep it 
on this month to month basis, but we 
are trying to do what is right and we 
are doing our very best to protect our 
worship services which right now are 
the most important thing to keep 
open.   

At our November Elders meeting the 
Elders made the decision that we will 
not be closing our facility for any 
reason.  We will continue to have 
worship services and we are going to 
count on all of you to be wise enough 
to decide for your family what you will 
do about attending depending on the 
severity of the situation in our 
community.  Regardless of what our 
attendance is we will continue to have 
our worship services and we will 
continue to broadcast live at 11am for 
those who choose to stay at home.  
Again we did not make this decision 
lightly, and the leadership is prepared 
to take any steps or deal with any 
consequences that may come from 
remaining open.  We trust God to 
provide, protect, and sustain us 
regardless of what the world continues 
to throw our way.   

Pray for us as we pray for you!  Stay 
connected in any way you can, if you 
see something or hear of something 
that needs to be done be the one 
who sets the example in the 
doing...call your church friends, send 
cards, write letters and emails, stay 
connected to one another and 
encourage!  We will get through this 
season and we will do it together!  To 
God be the Glory! 
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