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The Christmas Star 
By Amy Keller  

 How many of you like to stargaze? I love to sit out at 
night and look at lunar eclipses, meteor showers, space 
station fly-bys, and stars. This December, Jupiter and Saturn 
will put on a show for sky-gazers that hasn't been seen in 
roughly 800 years. Astronomers are calling it the Great 
Conjunction of 2020. On December 21 the two largest planets 
in our solar system will appear to almost merge in Earth’s night 
sky. 
 These kinds of occurrences are fascinating to 
me. Because of being captivated by the night sky I've always 
tried to figure out what the Star of Bethlehem could have 
been. Was it conjunctions of planets or a comet or 
a supernova or an angel? We know that the magi were 
astrologers and had great knowledge of the night sky, yet 
they called it "His star". It was miraculous enough that these 
men who were usually involved in the occult and sorcery 
went seeking answers.  
 So let's see what we can learn from the Biblical account 
of the star in Matthew 2. We can compile a list of qualities 
that we know about the Biblical Star of Bethlehem.   
  
Matthew 2:1-2  
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time 
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 
him.”  

 The Magis' question gives us two points for our list of what 
we know for the Star. Whatever happened in the sky 
indicated 1) birth and 2) kingship. In verse 2, Matthew writes:  
“We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  
 The Greek text here says the Star was "en anatole," 
meaning they saw his star rising in the east. That's what all but 
polar stars do, because of the rotation of the Earth. Stars rise 
in the east, but not all celestial objects do that. So, that's 
another fact for the Star: 3) it must rise in the east like most 
other stars.  Matthew writes these words in verse 7, “Then 
Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the 
exact time the star had appeared.”  
 Another fact for the Star: 4) It appeared at an exact 
time. And yet another fact: 5) Herod didn't know when it 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Christmas Schedule 

Dec. 13th - Christmas Memorial 
Service at 6pm.   

Dec. 16th - GSLC Christmas Program 
at 6:30pm. 

Dec. 23rd - Christmas Eve-Eve 
Celebration - 6:30pm 

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Service - 
6:30pm 

Dec. 27 - 1 SERVICE - 11AM 

Fill Out a Christmas Card 

This Sunday we will have a pile of 
Christmas cards in the foyer.  If you could 
stop by the table and fill out a card or 
two - just with a general Christmas wish, 
they will be delivered to one of our local 
nursing homes to folks who are missing 
their families this Christmas.  With the 
pandemic worsening, many will not be 
able to see their loved ones.   

Sanctuary Open for Prayer 

This Christmas, we know many of you are 
staying away to avoid the big crowds 
with Covid concerns.  From December 
21st-24th the Sanctuary will be lit up and 
open for prayer or just to come in and 
enjoy the beautiful Christmas 
decorations and meditate on the joy of 
the season.  We will limit it to no more 
than 10 people in the room at a time 
and masks mandatory to be present.  
The hours will be between 8a-4p on 
Monday the 21st-Thursday the 24th.  
There may be staff in and out preparing 
for the week’s events, but you are 
welcome to come and safely pray.  

BRADY LANE LEDGER 
E-Newsletter |  Article from Amy Keller|CORE UPDATE  -  Page 2



Volume 1: Issue 37 December 11, 2020

appeared. He had to ask. In verses 8 and 9, the Hebrew king 
orders: “He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and 
make a careful search for the child. As soon as  
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him." 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was.”  
 And now we have the last three facts for the Star: 6) it 
endured over a considerable period of time. The Magi saw 
it, perhaps from Babylon, traveled to Judea and saw it 
still. 7) It went ahead of them as they traveled from 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem. This doesn't mean the Star was 
needed to guide the travelers to Bethlehem. Bethlehem was 
(and is) just five miles south of Jerusalem on the main road. 
They couldn't miss it. No, the Star appears ahead of them as 
they trek south not so much as a guide as a further 
confirmation of the signs they had seen. Lastly, 8) the Star 
stopped!  
  
So after all this, we still don't know exactly what the star was. 
As much as I want in my detailed oriented mind to know, we 
still don't.  But think about this...Throughout the Bible we are 
told of God’s glory being manifested as light, God radiating 
His Shekinah presence.  Here are some examples- a pillar of 
fire, and a  consuming fire on the mountain of Sinai,  
When Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John, 
“His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as 
white as light” (Matt. 17:2). On the Damascus road, just 
before Jesus spoke to him, Saul was surrounded by “a light 
from heaven", which he later explained was “brighter than 
the sun”. In John’s vision in Revelation he saw Christ’s face 
“like the sun shining in its strength”. In his vision of the 
New Jerusalem, the future heavenly dwelling of all believers, 
he reports that “the city has no need of the sun or of the 
moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, 
and its lamp is the Lamb” (Rev. 21:23).  
 Very early in the Old Testament the Messiah is spoken of 
as a “star [that] shall come forth from Jacob” (Num. 24:17), 
and at the end of the New Testament He refers to Himself as 
“the bright morning star” (Rev. 22:16).  
  There is only one Person in biblical thinking that can be 
behind that intentionality in the stars — God Himself.  The 
magi were persistent in their search for the king. Though 
having had limited spiritual light, they immediately 
recognized God’s light when it shone on them. They were 
looking for God’s light and when they saw it they knew it.  
   The magi went back a different way. Yes, we know it was 
because of King Herod but we can learn from them. Just like 
the Magi, when we encounter the light of Jesus we too 
should turn from our old self and move in His direction.   

Merry Christmas!
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CORE Update 

By Jeff Keller          

This winter we will begin a new men’s 
and women’s disciple making initiative 
called CORE.  The goal of this program 
is create a climate of relational 
discipleship, and over a three year 
period have several new disciple 
making Christians going out into the 
community around us, leading their 
friends, family, and neighbors into a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

This program is built on a relational 
discipleship model, wherein there will 
be large group meetings once a 
month, but there will also be daily 
personal Bible study, one on one 
accountability weekly with peer, and 
monthly meetings with a mentor.  
Relationships were important to 
Jesus...therefore, they should be 
important in our working to live like him. 

Amy will be leading the CORE Women 
and I will be leading the CORE Men.  
We hope to have other men and 
women leaders in the church join us in 
mentoring those who are choosing to 
go through the program.  The first year 
is intended for the purpose of building 
up the group and creating safe peer 
relationships that allow for solid 
accountability.   

Year two is when we will be asking folks 
to serve as mentors.  My hope is that 
we will see many of our mature 
members volunteer to spend an hour a 
month with one of our CORE 
participants.  Maybe you will be willing 
to take on more than one 
mentee...and that is great as well.  Will 
you begin praying about serving as a 
mentor or discussion group leader in 
2022.  You will have a whole year to 
prepare.  If you think you might want 
to be a mentor for this program, I do 
have a book for you to read that will 
help you to understand not only how 
to be a mentor, but it also teaches the 
importance of mentoring in 
discipleship.  Please see me if you are 
interested in being a part of this 
program.  It will help you fulfill the main 
call that Christ has put on our lives, to 
be disciples and make disciples.   


	THE BIG THREE!
	Christmas Schedule
	Fill Out a Christmas Card
	Sanctuary Open for Prayer
	The Christmas Star
	CORE Update
	By Jeff Keller

