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Issue 38...The Final Word from 2020’s Volume 1 
By Jeff Keller  

 I have written many times in these 38 issues of the 
inaugural volume of the Brady Lane Ledger how difficult a 
year this has been.  I have written about the blessings we 
have had in spite of the difficulty.  I have written about 
programs both old and new.  I have highlighted some of our 
ministry teams.  Staff members and Elders have both shared 
thoughts and ideas. 
 This has been a good first year of the Ledger and I am a 
little sad that this will be the last issue of 2020.  The holidays fall 
on Friday the next two weeks, Christmas and New Year’s Day 
are going to be filled with some family and some rest for me 
and the rest of the staff - so the Ledger will be on hiatus until 
2021, when we will begin Volume 2!   
 I thought it fitting in this final issue of 2020 to thank some 
of the unsung servants of the church, some folks from our 
community organizations and missions that we support, and a 
few people that are going to be working in new ministries as 
we move forward into the new year.   
 I want to thank our Good Shepherd staff.  We have had 
some new teachers this year and I want to thank all five ladies 
who have taught in our preschool in 2020 both in person and 
virtually.  Laura Haro, Cheryl Fletcher, Bailey Hargitt, Lee Anna 
Atwell, and Ashley Heriges have done an outstanding job in 
difficult circumstances to continue to serve our preschool 
families.   
 I want to thank Mary Hollis, Janet Martin, Amy Keller, 
Tricia Roller and Stella Gillen, for taking on mentoring 
opportunities with other ladies from the Church.  The five of 
you have done an amazing job helping me to minister to the 
women of the church.   
 I want to thank Wayne and Sarah Davis for continuing to 
supply and make Coffee for Sunday Mornings even through 
all of this crazy Covid time.  While they have had other who 
have helped to make the coffee some weeks, they have 
continued to faithfully keep our coffee supplies stocked and 
ready to go.   
 I want to thank Mike Roller, Rich Fritz, Mike Atwell, Sun 
Jang, and Trevor Lemming for all their work with our 
technology and media.  They have made a ton of 
improvements, and added so much to our online experience 
and social media.   
 A big thanks and lots of prayer for the missionaries at 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Christmas Schedule 

Dec. 23rd - Christmas Eve-Eve 
Celebration - 6:30pm 

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Service - 
6:30pm 

Dec. 27 - 1 SERVICE - 11AM 

Ornaments While they Last 

This Sunday we will have a tub of 
ornaments left over from our memorial 
service in the foyer.  First come first serve 
while they last!   

Sanctuary Open for Prayer 

This Christmas, we know many of you are 
staying away to avoid the big crowds 
with Covid concerns.  From December 
21st-24th the Sanctuary will be lit up and 
open for prayer or just to come in and 
enjoy the beautiful Christmas 
decorations and meditate on the joy of 
the season.  We will limit it to no more 
than 10 people in the room at a time 
and masks mandatory to be present.  
The hours will be between 8a-4p on 
Monday the 21st-Thursday the 24th.  
There may be staff in and out preparing 
for the week’s events, but you are 
welcome to come and safely pray.   

 NEW SERMON SERIES STARTING JANUARY 
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Matrix, Pinehaven, Miami Elementary, Hanging Rock, 
Compassion International, Operation Christmas Child, IDES, 
Pastor Ude Sunday, Ocean Point Christian Church, 
Restoration House, and CMF.  And a huge thank you to our 
congregation for your generosity in supporting with finances, 
donations, and service to these missions.  Thanks to Dale 
and Debbie Luper for your continued work with our missions.  
2021 will be Dale and Debbie’s final year as our team 
leaders!  We thank them for their many years of service.   
 A big thanks and prayers go out to Bill Gaines.  The last 
two years Bill has been an incredible servant to this church 
working circles around men half his age, and devoting a ton 
of time to the Eldership of Brady Lane Church.  While his 
illness has kept him from staying as involved as he had been 
- I thank Bill for his inspiration and strength that he has shown 
throughout.  May God bless you and Janie!   
 A big thanks to our sister church Colfax Christian - who 
we have played volleyball with, and prayed for as they 
have prayed for us.  I am thankful for their Senior Minister 
Paul Del Valley for his friendship and our working together 
over the years.  It is good that we spend time with other 
parts of the body of Christ!   
 I want to thank those of you who have offered me 
friendship that goes deeper than just me being your pastor.  
Those of you who are willing to laugh with and at me, those 
who have let me shed tears, those who have lifted me up 
and encouraged me.  Those of you who have lifted and 
encouraged my wife.  There are too many of you to name 
one by one...but you know who you are.  Amy and I are 
very blessed to have so many dear Christian friends. 
 A big giant thanks to the ministry staff here at BLC.  I get 
a lot of attention being the senior minister, but Stacey, Lee 
Anna, Tricia, and Lesley have been a huge blessing not only 
to me but to this church.   
 Ministry Team Leaders of BLC - keep doing what you 
do...keep leading your teams with integrity, love, and 
excellence.  Many teams have had to scale back what they 
do...some have almost stopped completely.  It’s been 
tough.  I thank all of you for your efforts and patience as we 
have navigated this year. 
 It can be easy to get focused on the hard things, the 
negative things, the setbacks, the cancelations, and the 
frustrations.  But let’s look forward to 2021 with hope and 
optimism.   
 In 2021 many things are coming.  We welcome Rob 
Brown as the new Grief Recovery Ministry leader.  Tricia and 
Stacey will partner Next Generation and HomePointe and 
will be rolling out new opportunities to grow your family in 
January! Amy and I will be starting new discipleship 
programs called CORE with our men and women who are 
interested.  Our Leadership Team will be casting Vision in 
February.  And much more to come!  We say goodbye to 
2020!  Hello to 2021!  From Amy and I - Merry Christmas and 
have a Happy New Year!  
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Twas the Sunday Before Christmas 

By Jeff Keller          

‘Twas the Sunday before Christmas, 
And all through the church, 
Covid has ravaged our attendance, 
Our plans left in a lurch! 
  
 That would be how I would 
start a poem about Christmas 2020.  It 
has been a rough year and even more 
profoundly difficult when we think of 
the spiritual celebrations we have had 
to sacrifice or change this year - Easter, 
VBS, Thanksgiving, and now Christmas.   
 While our plans may have 
been altered - God’s plan came to be 
just as he foresaw it.  He has continued 
to bless us and help us navigate this 
crazy year.  As we head into Christmas 
I want to encourage you to not be 
negative like my silly poem...but to 
focus on the positive this Christmas and 
make the most out of it that you can.   
• I encourage you to focus on happy 

memories rather than pain.  Rather 
than focusing on the things or 
people you are missing...focus on the 
happy memories of Christmas’ past 
and the hope of Christmas future!   

• I encourage you to leave politics 
and social justice at the door.  
Whether you are meeting with family 
in person or virtually - we all should 
leave our politics and opinions about 
what is happening in the world at 
home and try to focus conversations 
on family victories, occupational 
success, and spiritual growth!   

• I encourage you to make it FUN.  
How can we make Christmas fun you 
might be thinking...especially those 
of you who are having to do the 
virtual Christmas.  Try doing an ZOOM 
scavenger hunt...where everyone 
joins together online...and the leader 
calls out a silly item to find in your 
house and everyone scrambles 
around to try to be the first one back 
to their camera with the item in 
hand.  Or share one good thing that 
happened this year.  Or talk about 
life goals for the new year!  Play Dirty 
Bingo - where you steal each other’s 
bingo prizes, or sing some Christmas 
songs together.   

Make the most of your Christmas - 
make some new memories.  Love your 
family!  And worship Jesus. 


	THE BIG THREE!
	Christmas Schedule
	Ornaments While they Last
	Sanctuary Open for Prayer
	Issue 38...The Final Word from 2020’s Volume 1
	Twas the Sunday Before Christmas
	By Jeff Keller

