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Mission, Message, & Messiah Over Method 
By Jeff Keller  

     There has been a lot of talk over the last year or so about normal 
and new normals, and even it will never be normal.  I have even said 
in a sermon that maybe we don’t want to go back to normal at all 
because normal wasn’t getting it done evangelistically.   
     There have been a lot of things that we have not been able to do 
like we used to do them.  As I have had conversations with my 
colleagues in ministry positions all over the world, the conversation 
usually circles back to this one very simple idea. 
     We need to get back to the mission.  We need to get back to a 
missional mindset - regardless of the method.  So the method has to 
change - really nothing new - our methods of doing things have 
been changing since we were created...God created us in His 
image...He is creative...we are creative...things will always change.  
But many of my friends in ministry and I myself wonder if we are 
entering into a new era in America - we are not just talking about 
moving a communion table 20 feet or changing from traditional to 
contemporary music...but a large scale radical change in method 
that will be or could be caused by things outside of our control. 
     Nobody likes change.  Not even the changers like change.  
Change is painful.  Change requires sacrifice.  Change requires an 
open mind.  I’m not talking about changing the message or 
watering down the Messiah.  I am not talking about altering the 
mission in any way or sacrificing our most cherished belief that Jesus 
is the Christ the Son of the Living God.   
     What we are seeing happening around us though is the possible 
beginnings of mandated change.  Biblical Truth has been branded 
hate speech.  Convicted Bible teaching preachers have been 
labeled racists, bigots, and carriers of hate.  The good people of our 
country have been demonized and linked to radicalism just because 
of the actions of a few thousand extremists on both sides of the isle.  
And this is just the beginning.   
     It has led me to begin to contemplate - where are we with our 
faith.  If it came down to it - how would you respond if someone 
threatened to cancel your livelihood, your home, your security, your 
bank account, your family, your very life if you refused to disavow 
your faith.  If we are honest, none of us in our lifetime has had to 
face that threat.   

“But times, they are a changing...” 

     So what do we do? How do we respond?  What can we do now 
that will have a chance to turn the tide?   

1. Prioritize the Mission.  Go into the world making disciples of all 
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, and teach them to do all the things I have commanded.  
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THE BIG THREE!  

Sunday School Update 

The elders met on Tuesday January 5th, 
and the decision was made that we will 
resume Sunday School classes on 
Sunday February 7th, 2021.  We will also 
be having a meeting during that Sunday 
school hour for any parents interested in 
learning more about Faith Path. 

Faith Path It’s Not Too Late 

For the next few Sundays we will still 
have our Faith Path Packets available 
for families.  We need those who have 
not received and email from us to 
contact the church office and register 
your child for Faith Path.   

CORE - New Discipleship 

January 24th - Women’s CORE Launch 
Meeting at 6pm.  

January 31st - Men’s CORE Launch 
Meeting at 6pm.   

Anyone 18years old or above who is 
interested in growing in your discipleship 
of Jesus Christ, and becoming a disciple 
maker, we encourage you to join Amy 
(Women’s CORE) and Jeff (Men’s CORE) 
as they lead you on a discovery of core 
discipleship principles, spiritual formation, 
mentoring, accountability, and growth.   

JOIN us on these two Sunday evenings, 
the 24th for the women, and the 31st for 
the men to learn more about what is in 
store for you if you join CORE!   
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That’s it.  That’s the mission.  Go - be a disciple and make disciples.  
That’s it.  We need to put mission ahead of everything else.  If a 
program, a ministry, a service project or anything else we do does 
not have within it the priority of accomplishing the mission of 
making disciples then we need to stop doing it.  Now.   

2. Clarify the Message.  We need to clarify the message we are 
trying to put out.  Just like the Jews of the Old Testament we have 
made our evangelistic efforts into a list of rules and regulations for 
people to follow that they have no hope of keeping.  We need to 
get rid of anything that divides us.  That means we need to drop 
politics.  Stop watching the news.  Get off of social media.  Maybe 
simplify our lives even more.  And then we need to learn to love 
one another again.  Love is seeking the best for the other person.  
We have witnessed enough hate and mean spirited attitudes.  The 
message we need to send is love. Grace.  Forgiveness.  Mercy.  
Salvation through Jesus.  And then let God convict hearts to 
change.   

3. Reemphasize the Messiah.  We need to get back to basics and 
point people to Jesus.  He is the only one who can transform us.  
This nation will never transform into what it could be unless we get 
our emphasis for everything back on Jesus.  And finally...and this 
one is the one that hurts...even for preachers and leaders.  We 
need to be prepared to... 

4. Let Go of the Method.  Francis Chan began about three or four 
years ago talking about what he saw as the beginning of the end 
of the mega church era.  He had become disillusioned with the 
localized church - meaning church only happens on the church 
grounds - where the church becomes an attraction, and event, a 
can’t miss moment.  And when the moment was over...so was the 
church.  The church has become more about what we do when 
we are here together and less about what we do when we go out 
into the world.  Chan further went on to talk about the method of 
the church heading into a season of drastic change.  He began at 
that time focusing on creating house churches with strong leaders 
in them all over his community rather than standing in one place 
and preaching from a stage and trying to get everyone to come 
to him.  The message didn’t change.  The Messiah didn’t change.  
The Mission didn’t change.  Only the method.   
     We need to be prepared to let go of our methods for the sake 
of the mission.  We need to look at different methods for the sake 
of the Gospel.  We need to invent new methods for the sake of the 
message of Jesus Christ.  There have been some things that have 
started that process for us already.  But more is to come. 
     We are preparing to ask God to give us a vision for the future of 
Brady Lane Church.  February 5th and 6th, 2021 - our leadership 
team will be meeting to begin the process.  I ask that all of you 
please pray.  Pray that we not get caught up on methods from the 
past.  That we take serious stock of some of our sacred cows and 
long time ministries, missions, and goals and ask ourselves is this still 
carrying out the mission?  Is this still achieving the advancement of 
the Kingdom of God.  For some things we need to ask - has that 
thing we do ever met the mission or message of the Messiah?  
Christianity and the Church are heading into the most uncertain 
season in our time - the last time we faced this great a trial in the 
church was during the Protestant movement.  They were willing to 
change the method to survive.  Are we?  Something to pray about.
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God is Good  

By Jeff Keller          

I wanted to share some of the victories 
that God has seen fit to grant us in the 
last few weeks, with the hope that it 
will encourage you.   

1.  God has added another couple to 
our family.  January 17th Denny and 
Lynda Shipley joined our family!  
Welcome them the next time you 
see them!   

2.  God has blessed us with more new 
technology and more is coming.  Soon 
our new monitor screens will be 
hanging at the front of the sanctuary 
which will allow us to remove the large 
screen and have the cross visible on 
Sunday mornings.  

3.  God has blessed us with new 
exterior lighting on the east side of the 
building.  This is to give more light to 
our evening food pantry ministry folks 
to make it safer and easier to navigate 
since we are doing all of our food 
delivery outside of the building at this 
time.   

4.  Our Faith Path Launch had a great 
first weekend - thank you to all you 
parents, grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, neighbors and friends who 
have taken this commitment to help 
our kids develop their own faith in 
Jesus Christ.  We will have more to 
share with you on February 7th during 
the Sunday school hour to help you 
start your journey with Faith Path - 
Meet with Tricia and Stacey in the 
Sanctuary on the 7th at 9:45am.   

5.  God has led several of our new 
members who have joined in the last 
several months to plug into ministry 
opportunities and they are working 
hard to carry out the mission!  So 
happy to have so many new faces!   

6.  Last week I shared in my article 
about EMBRACE GRACE.  One of the 
things I mentioned that we needed 
was tuition sponsorship for the women 
who go through the program.  God 
inspired a family who has already 
stepped forward to say they want to 
help cover those costs.  Looking for 
more help getting Embrace Grace off 
the ground in September.  More to 
come! 
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