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Mercy Undeserved 
By Jeff Keller  

     There is a churchy word we throw around a lot in 
messages, services, songs, Bible studies, and outreach 
programs; that word is grace.  Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound, that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost but now 
I’m found; was blind but now I see!  the word grace has a 
meaning in Christianity that differs from the secular meaning 
of the word - which is that grace is ability, skill, precision, 
movement, for example:  The Ballet dancer moved across the 
stage with grace and beauty.   
       The biblical concept of grace is quite a bit different...it is 
beautiful but it is not based on our skill or if we are deserving.  
Biblical grace is undeserved mercy.  Forgiveness for our sins 
that we could not have attained on our own.  Grace is a stay 
of execution for our soul.   
        There is nothing we can do to earn it.  We definitely don’t 
deserve it, and yet God is willing to grant it.  Grace comes 
from God’s love.  Grace comes from Jesus sacrifice.  Grace is 
given us so that we may show grace to others.  Like the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians: 

Ephesians 2:4-7 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
       But grace is not just a wonderful gift that we are to keep 
for ourselves.  That grace that is given us in Christ Jesus is in 
fact alive in us. In Acts 4:33 it says: 

Acts 4:33 
33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so 
powerfully at work in them all.   
       God’s grace is at work in us.  If anyone knew about grace 
and could write about it, it was the Apostle Paul.  Paul wrote 
about grace 82 times in his epistles to the church.  In fact he 
understood it so well that he wrote to the Ephesians in 
chapter 3 in verses 7-9 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Sunday School Update 

The elders met on Tuesday January 5th, 
and the decision was made that we will 
resume Sunday School classes on 
Sunday February 7th, 2021.  We will also 
be having a meeting during that Sunday 
school hour for any parents interested in 
learning more about Faith Path. 

Faith Path It’s Not Too Late 

For the next few Sundays we will still 
have our Faith Path Packets available 
for families.  We need those who have 
not received and email from us to 
contact the church office and register 
your child for Faith Path.   

CORE - UPDATE 

We had 15 women commit to joining the 
CORE program with 14 more still 
considering and praying about it.  26 
women came for the call out meeting.  
It was an amazing start to this new 
discipleship program and this weekend 
will be the men’s turn.  6pm on Sunday 
night guys!!!  If you are 18 years old or 
above we encourage you to consider 
being a part of CORE. 

Ladies it’s not too late for you to join, but 
you need to let Amy or the Church 
office know by Sunday if you intend to 
join this first year of CORE.  Don’t 
worry...if you don’t make it in this time, 
we will be offering a new group of CORE 
in the future.  This program is not a one 
and done!   
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Ephesians 3:7-9 
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s 
grace given me through the working of his power. 
8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, 
this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the 
boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone 
the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was 
kept hidden in God, who created all things. 
     Paul understood the power of God’s grace because if 
there was anyone that had stomped on the name of Jesus 
Christ it was Paul.  Now don’t get me wrong, Paul was a 
man of God, zealous for God, and in his heart of hearts he 
thought he was protecting God’s law.  But instead he was 
persecuting the very one he loved so much.  When Jesus 
finally got his attention on that road to Emmaus Paul learned 
the true power of that grace.  Saul, the persecutor of the 
church, the one who had jailed, and in some cases had 
overseen the murder of some Christians who were thought 
to be blasphemers - had now become a new creation in 
Jesus Christ, sins against the church forgiven, and salvation 
freely bestowed upon him in his confession of faith.  He was 
baptized into Christ and went on to be the greatest 
missionary for Christ in the history of the world.   
       You might be wondering to yourself as you read this why 
is Jeff going on about grace.  We get it, Jesus gave it to us, 
its an awesome gift, we are free from our sin even though 
we don’t deserve to be, our death sentence has be lifted, 
and we are destined to live eternally with our savior!   
       And that is were I want to interject some food for 
thought.  Grace is amazing.  Grace is a wonderful gift.  But 
that grace God gave you was never meant to be kept to 
yourself.   
       One of the things that Paul talks about is that the grace 
of Jesus was something that was alive in not only him, but all 
Christians.  It was the part of Jesus that inspired him to write 
letters and travel the known world to tell others about the 
matchless grace of Jesus!   
        Just like Paul we are supposed to be so moved by the 
grace given us that it should be actively alive in us 
transforming us day by day, and should be so prevalent in 
our life that it is oozing out of our pores.  People should see 
God’s grace coming from us.  Far too often though, we are 
much like the unforgiving debtor from Jesus’ Parable in 
Matthew 18:21-35.  We receive the forgiveness from our 
master Jesus, but we are unwilling to forgive those who have 
sinned against us.  Or we refuse to show grace to new folks 
who come into the church because of their past, or maybe 
even their perceived past, and we hold them to standards 
that God never held us to.  It’s important that we 
understand that when we commit to Jesus we are now the 
carriers of His grace, and we need to share that grace with 
others.  
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New Sermon Series   

By Jeff Keller          

This Sunday we will begin a new 
sermon series titled ELEMENTS - a series 
that will explore the CORE VALUES of 
our Brady Lane Church family.  We 
have six core values... 

GIVING: We value giving to God 
because we are managers not 
owners.   

RELATIONSHIP: We value relationships 
with God and each other.   

OUTREACH: We value our neighbors 
and community.   

WORD: We value God’s Word as truth. 

WORSHIP: We value worship as a 
lifestyle.   

PRAYER: We value time spent talking 
with and listening to God.   

While we have discussed these values 
many different ways and many 
different times over the last six years, 
we wish to share this reminder of the 
things we hold dear as a family.  We 
have many new members and 
attenders who we want to share our 
values with as well.  These things 
matter to us.  They are foundational 
elements of who we are.   

Join us over the next six weeks - I will 
share four of the messages with you, 
Stacey Smith our Next Generation 
Minister will share one, and our Camp 
Director from Hanging Rock, Gary 
Baker will be sharing one as well.   Join 
us in person or online!   
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