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What Resurrection Week Means to Us 
By Jeff Keller  

       We are just a couple of weeks away from 
Resurrection weekend!  I am excited this year as we will 
be able to be together rather than sitting in our homes 
watching remotely like we were last year.  I think if I 
learned or picked up anything from last year it was how 
much I love Resurrection Week and how important it is 
to us.  I have of course always loved the celebrations 
we have each year as Christians because of what God 
has done for us.   
 In my early 20’s I was part of a drama team at my 
church that endeavored to put on elaborate Easter 
Dramas at our church during Resurrection Week.  The 
Guardian, The Miracle, The Hammer, Come Follow Me - 
Four musical dramas that we put on that had some 
original music, and original scripts based on scripture.  
We would build sets, special effects, have casts of 
80-100 people and at its height we would draw crowds 
of nearly 1800 people over four performances.  In each 
drama we would follow Jesus life - each drama was 
written from a different perspective, but they all focused 
on Christ.  Some would be more realistic, some would 
be more artistic, some focused on the spiritual warfare 
and others focused on the temporal.  No matter what 
we did we always brought the message that Jesus Christ 
died for us on a cross, he was buried, but in three days 
he rose from that grave, defeated death, and opened 
the door to eternity!  And every year when we got to 
that resurrection moment - the crowd assembled would 
roar with applause and celebrate!   
 I do truly miss those days - although I was much 
younger and the all night set building fueled by liter 
bottles of Mountain Dew are not something I could 
handle today.  But I do long for the celebration.  I do 
miss those moments of visually showing people the hope 
of Jesus Christ!   
 Last year as I came to the building alone on Easter 
Sunday, with my phone as a camera and stood in the 
courtyard at the church singing a couple of hymns to 
serve as a sunrise service - and then recorded my 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Lots to Sign Up For!  

In the Foyer again this week we will have 
posted sign ups for Meal Ministry, Lawn 
Mowing Ministry, and the Pine Haven 
Mission Trip.  Please take the opportunity 
to sign up this week as it will be the last 
week that these sign ups will be 
available.    

Pinehaven Mission Trip 

If you are interested in more information 
about the Pinehaven Mission trip this 
summer there will be an informational 
and planning meeting on April 15th at 
7pm at BLC.  Dale and Debbie Luper will 
be leading this trip.  So far four other 
individuals have expressed interest and 
there is room for up to twelve people to 
make the trip.   

The trip will be the first full week of July as 
of now.  More to come.   
  

Baby Dedication - May 2nd 

It has been some time since we have 
held a baby dedication service at BLC.  
Since our last one we have had several 
families grow and our nursery is 
exploding!  Which we love.  If your family 
would like to dedicate your little one, we 
need you to contact the church office 
or get with Stacey Smith our Next 
Generation Minister to secure a spot in 
the dedication service.  Stacey will be 
happy to explain what the dedication is 
all about, and we will get you started 
with a special gift and a time of prayer 
with your BLC Family!  Sign up today! 
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sermon at around 8am. There was a huge sense of 
defeat.  I sat at the computer for about 40 minutes 
editing the sermon and music together before posting 
it online and sat here for a little while with tears in my 
eyes feeling we had let down our Savior.  We had 
been promised that we would only be shut down two 
weeks.  Two became six, then eight.  Even after we 
were able to come back it was so heart wrenching to 
only see fifty or sixty people show up when we are a 
church of over 300.   
 While Resurrection Sunday 2020 felt like a loss, it was 
only a loss in human terms.  The circumstances had 
changed but the reason we celebrate it had not.  
While I lament that we were not together that day I 
received many messages and encouragement that 
everyone appreciated that we were still able to 
rejoice and have church albeit very different.  I went 
back recently and rewatched part of that video, the 
music was so wonderful, and I came at the sermon 
with as much energy as I could.  But it just wasn’t the 
same.  
 Why is it so important that we gather together to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus?  Why is it so 
important for us to gather together in a church 
building at all, can we not still love Jesus and worship 
him without being in a building.  Well of course we can 
and should.  But we are challenged in scripture to not 
give up meeting together, even as others do.  We are 
going to be looking at that text and many others on 
Resurrection Sunday, 2021 as we begin a new sermon 
series Can I Be a Christian  ____________? and our first 
message is Can I Be a Christian Without the Church? 
 We will be spending several weeks asking some 
tough questions in this series that many in the world 
and even many Christians have begun to ask in this 
tumultuous time that we live in.  We will be looking at 
topics like drunkenness, politics, LGBTQ and Gender 
Dysphoria questions, and church discipline.  Scripture 
speaks to each of these things very clearly and we are 
going to as we always do rely on scripture to guide our 
thoughts and beliefs about such issues.  We hope you 
will join us for Resurrection Sunday on April 4th, and 
then stay with us throughout the spring as we answer 
some of these tough questions with God’s Word.   
 So ... “What does Resurrection Week mean to us?” - 
it means a second chance.  It means hope.  It means 
a future.  It means forgiveness.  It means freedom from 
chains.  It means and empty cross and an empty tomb 
gives victory over death and the grave.  It means 
eternity with Jesus!  Join us for Resurrection Sunday!  
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The Passion   

Isaiah 53:2-9 

2  He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot, and like a root out of 
dry ground. He had no beauty or 
majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we 
should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected 
by mankind, a man of suffering, 
and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide 
their faces he was despised, and 
we held him in low esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain and 
bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to 
our own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7  He was oppressed and afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth; he 
was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before 
its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he 
was taken away. Yet who of his 
generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of 
the living; for the transgression of 
my people he was punished. 
9 He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. 

I encourage you to read Isaiah 53 
in it’s entirety.  The next few weeks 
we will devote this column to 
Passion texts for us to meditate on 
and rejoice in!  Praise God!  
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