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Race Should Not Divide Us 
By Jeff Keller  

      We are into the month of February a few days, and my 
news feed on social media and my streaming TV services 
have been filled with reminders that this month is Black History 
Month.  I think there is a place for the history of all people all 
the time...not just for a month.   I also think it is important to 
own the parts of our history where our ancestors lived in a 
way that oppressed others.   
      When I think of great African Americans like Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Rosa Parks, Jessie Owens, George Washing 
Carver, Muhammad Ali, Jim Brown, Harriet Tubman, Jackie 
Robinson, Sojourner Truth, Thourgood Marshall, Ray Charles, 
Aretha Franklin,  Sidney Poitier, among so many others I think 
of people who broke through barriers, overcame constant 
scrutiny, and faced life threatening violence to create 
opportunitiesYou for those that followed them.   
       I have watched many of the movies about the lives of the 
people listed above, documentaries, History Channel stories, 
and so on and have been moved to hear about their lives.  I 
bet many of you have done the same.  Our eyes are opened 
by movies like Mississippi Burning, Selma, The Hurricane, 42, 
Hidden Figures, The Color Purple, Glory, the Express, 19 Years a 
Slave, Tuskegee Airmen, Remember the Titans, Ali, Freedom 
Riders, Do the Right Thing, Colors, Malcom X, even the super 
hero Marvel Movie Black Panther helped me to see African 
American people in a different light, and I wept when I found 
out Chadwick Boseman had passed away.  I felt like he was a 
voice that had the potential to bring the races together but 
cancer snuffed out his life way too soon.   
       In transparency - I have lived most of my life completely 
surrounded by white people.  I grew up in a community that 
at the time was about 99% white.  I knew one black student in 
my whole school, who was young man adopted by a white 
family and he was a few years younger than me so I never 
really got to know him.  I really wasn’t exposed to an 
opportunity to have a  relationship with a black person until I 
arrived at Indiana State University, and needless to say - even 
there at a fairly diverse state college, there wasn’t a lot of 
cross fraternization with folks who were different than me.  My 
segregation from the black community was not out of overt 
hatred for or fear of people who’s skin color was different 
than mine, I simply just gravitated more to people who were 
like me.  I see now that my unwillingness in my youth to work 
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THE BIG TWO!  

Sunday School Update 

The elders met on Tuesday January 5th, 
and the decision was made that we will 
resume Sunday School classes on 
Sunday February 7th, 2021.  We will also 
be having a meeting during that Sunday 
school hour for any parents interested in 
learning more about Faith Path.  See 
Page two for more info on the launch of 
a new Sunday school class for young 
adults beginning February 14th.   

CORE - UPDATE 

  We have had an awesome 
response to CORE 52.  We currently have 
around 60 men and women who have 
committed to the first CORE class.  We 
have closed registration for that group 
at this time.  If you didn’t get a chance 
to sign up but would like to do CORE in 
the future don’t worry!  We are going to 
periodically begin new groups in the 
future so you will have an opportunity!   
 On Sunday men and women 
who have committed to CORE can pick 
up their books from the display in the 
foyer.  If you aren’t going to be at 
church Sunday you can come in 
through the week and pick up your 
books.   
 To pay for your books please 
drop a check in the offering box marked 
for your books, or drop off a check with 
Lesley in the church office through the 
week.  Do not had money to Amy or I.   
Make checks out to Brady Lane Church.  
 Women will be meeting the 
fourth Sunday and the men will be 
meeting the third Sunday of the month.  
We are excited to get started on this 
new 
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toward connecting with folks of other races when I finally 
did have the chance was a product of my upbringing - a 
racism that existed below the surface.  I never wore a hood 
or burned a cross or called someone a derogatory 
name...but in my heart I certainly have prejudged people 
without getting to know them.   
        One of the joys of my journey with our church at Brady 
Lane is that our family is diverse.  I have had the opportunity 
to connect with many people of different backgrounds, 
socio-economical statuses, and races.  I praise God every 
day that I have become friends with these folks, sat and 
really listened to some of their stories, marveled at how they 
have been impacted by racism that does exist in this 
country, and how they have overcome some of those things 
to be willing to try to bond with folks of other races 
themselves.   
   I have been maligned by some of my friends because I 
have posted things on social media in support of the African 
American community, and the racism that exists in our 
country.  I also desire to counteract the stereotype that 
every conservative white man is not a homophobic, racist 
who wants the whole world to burn.  What I desire is that we 
find a place that exists in the middle. 
  It’s a place that far too few of us find.  We get swung by 
our political affiliations, our religious backgrounds, our 
secular involvements, and family history into being too far to 
one side or the other of the giant divide that exists in our 
country, and in our world.   
  I believe that there is a place in the middle because I 
believe that is where we would find Jesus.  Jesus is in the 
middle.  I think he wants us, white, black, Hispanic, Asian, 
Native American, to come together in the middle and sit 
down and have grown up conversations that will allow us to 
build real relationships where we can hear each other and 
have compassion.  Where we can shed a tear with one 
another, and laugh with one another, and overcome this 
ridiculous fear and hatred that keeps trying to tear us apart. 
   I have taken the time to have those kinds of 
conversations with a few of our members who are of other 
races and I truly have loved every minute of getting to know 
these beautiful, creative, talented, loving, servant hearted 
people.  I hope you will take the time to get to know them 
too.  And maybe, someday we can have more of us 
coming to the middle, to sit down for good conversations.   

Galatians 3:26-29 
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.
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New Sunday School Class   

By Stacey Smith          

Beginning Sunday February 14th we 
will be opening a new Sunday morning 
Life Group for young adults during our 
Sunday school hour.  Childcare will be 
provided!   

All are welcome to this new group, but 
specifically folks under the age of 40.  
We will be meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall each Sunday.  One the 14th we 
will enjoy some donuts and get an 
overview of the lessons to come in the 
next six weeks.  

Our first study will be the letter Paul 
wrote to the Galatians.  We look 
forward to seeing you!   

ALSO FAITH PATH Class on FEB 7th!!! 

We are offering a one week seminar 
for those families who have committed 
to starting Faith Path.  This seminar 
straight from our HOMEPOINTE ministry 
will be led by Stacey Smith and Tricia 
Roller our HOMEPOINTE Ministry Team 
Leader.   Discipleship with your children 
and grandchildren is very important to 
us and we want to help you have the 
best chance for success that you can 
have.  We desire to partner with you to 
help our kids really grow their own 
relationship with Jesus that is not 
dependent on anyone else’s faith.  On 
Sunday we will be primarily talking 
about how you bring FAITH PATH home 
to your family.  You can also pick up 
your first packet of materials in a bag 
marked for your family in the back of 
the sanctuary on Sunday!  
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