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How Do We Define Truth? 
By Jeff Keller  

      I read a fantastic article in the March 2021 Christian 
Standard by John Caldwell titled Truth Defined.  I am not 
going to regurgitate his article so much as expound on it.  He 
presented three versions of truth. 

Propositional truth, subjective truth, and objective truth.   

 Propositional truth are things that are presented as facts 
but could be either fact or fiction.  Subjective truth is truth 
defined by point of view of the one bearing the truth.  It is 
truth based mostly on opinion.  Your truth, my truth, we all 
have truth from our point of view.  Lastly, objective truth is 
something that is true for all people, all races, all religions, all 
creeds, all of humanity, even if all people do not recognize it 
as truth.  
 We live in a society today that has decided to move 
from objective truth and even propositional truth to live in 
mandatory subjective truth.  In other words, my truth is more 
important than your truth and my truth is the only truth that 
matters to me.  I have an opinion so its my truth.  There are 
many spouting opinions about this, opinions about that, rarely 
basing these claims on scientific fact or their own 
investigation or study, and claiming these opinions to be truth.  
They are merely subjectively repeating things they have 
heard and from their point of view it is truth.   
 Many folks get their “truth” from social media.  Many still 
get their “truth” from television.  Billions of people are crawling 
the surface of this 3rd rock from the sun searching for their 
truth according to them from their point of view.  We are all 
striving so hard to exert our subjective truth.   
 This past Sunday we spent our message time talking 
about the WORD of God and one of the twenty two 
descriptions that David shared in Psalm 119 was TRUTH.  There 
is something that I think is important regarding the fact that 
God’s Word is truth.  In fact our core value states - We value 
God’s Word as Truth.  What does that mean?  Are we 
subjectively calling the Bible truth, from our point of view, from 
our perspective?  Could others claim that our support and 
value placed on God’s Word is a product of our own 
subjective human nature.  People could claim that.  People in 
fact are claiming that.  Our government is claiming it.  
Basically anyone who’s subjective truth that they are 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Family Bowling Night 

March 14th, 2021 from 6-8pm we will 
have our Family Bowling Night.  This 
annual event, which we didn’t get to 
have last year is BACK ON!!!  We will 
have up to 28 lanes reserved at 
Arrowhead Bowl, 2331 Brother’s Dr.  Cost 
is $3 per person per game - shoes 
included.  This is an event for the whole 
BLC Family.  Those with kids, those 
without, married, single, All ages! It’s 
going to be a blast!  Come join the fun! 

Please sign up by messaging Stacey on 
Facebook or by contacting the church 
office by email or phone.       

Jr. High Retreat at HRCA 

March 5th and 6th Hanging Rock 
Christian Assembly will be hosting the Jr 
High Winter Retreat for 6th-8th graders.  
Stacey will be attending this event with 
some of our kids and we would love to 
have any student from BLC in those 
grades who is able to go.  Contact 
Stacey at the church for more details or 
go to www.hangingrock.org to register.   

Baby Dedication - May 2nd 

It has been some time since we have 
held a baby dedication service at BLC.  
Since our last one we have had several 
families grow and our nursery is 
exploding!  Which we love.  If your family 
would like to dedicate your little one, we 
need you to contact the church office 
or get with Stacey Smith our Next 
Generation Minister to secure a spot in 
the dedication service.  Stacey will be 
happy to explain what the dedication is 
all about, and we will get you started 
with a special gift and a time of prayer 
with your BLC Family!  Sign up today! 
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defending is attacking the standard of truth set by God.  Let 
me give you a few examples that Caldwell shared. 
 “Jesus Christ is God.  Salvation is through grace by faith.  
Jesus is coming again.  There is a heaven and a hell.  Human 
life begins at conception.  Marriage is a covenant between 
one man and one woman.” 
 He goes on to point out things the standard of God’s 
truth tell us that are wrong: murder, cheating, lying, stealing, 
adultery, fornication, idolatry.  People can choose to label 
these two paragraphs as subjective, they may reject God’s 
truth, but it doesn’t change the facts.  It doesn’t remove the 
responsibility.  It doesn’t take away the consequences of 
rejecting God’s truth.   
 The truth of scripture is not subjective.  You and I do not 
get to decide which parts of it are true and which parts are 
just opinions of long since dead writers of fairy tales.  We 
don’t get to have an opinion on God’s truth.  When it comes 
to God - we - humanity - do not get to tell God that His truth 
is subjective because it is coming from His opinion and His 
point of view.  He’s God.   
 God created us.  We didn’t create Him.  Many have 
decided to believe that since God’s greatest promise - the 
return of Jesus to end all evil and return us to God’s created 
order - has not yet occurred - that God then is not real, it’s a 
made up fantasy to keep the weak minded folks occupied 
while the smart people take care of business.  That the 
foundational truths found in scripture are simply subjective, 
and if I in all of my intelligence, enlightenment, and 
“wokeness” decide that my truth supersedes an old dusty 
book that I have never really spent any time relating to then 
all of you who don’t agree with me need to bow down and 
obey my truth...based on my opinion.   
 You see those who are choosing to reject God’s truth 
think they are simply rejecting those of us who believe in it.  
That we are just subjectively trying to impose our opinions 
and ideas on them.  In reality, they are not rejecting us.  
Their rejection of God’s truth is not going to affect us one 
little bit.  If a person chooses to turn away from the objective 
truth of God, the only one who is really effected is them.  
They are not rejecting us.  They are rejecting God.   
  My purpose is not to offend.  My purpose is not to make 
a claim that I somehow am better because of my opinion, 
my subjective truth...I assure you I am not.  I consider myself 
a sinner.  Guilty of pursuing my own subjective truths from 
time to time in my own human weakness.  We all have 
sinned and fallen short of the objective truth of God.  If it 
were not so - we wouldn’t need Jesus.  I do not get to judge 
anyone who reads this article.  Not my responsibility.  I can, 
however, based on my relationship with my savior, and His 
Word which is objectively true share that pursuing a path of 
personal, selfish, subjective truth will only lead to one place.  
As for me - I surrender my truth to pursue God’s.  What will 
you decide?
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Bible study on “truth”       

     The word “truth” shows up in the 
New Testament 102 times, 27 times just 
in the gospels, John’s gospel uses the 
word 23 of those times.  The majority 
of the time that the word truth shows 
up in John’s Gospel it is coming from 
Jesus himself.  Here are a few 
examples. 

John 3:21 - “But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it 
may be seen plainly that what they 
have done has been done in the sight 
of God.” 

John 4:23-26 - “Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in 
the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
The woman said, “I know that 
Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. 
When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.” 
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one 
speaking to you—I am he.” 

John 7:16-18 - “Jesus answered, “My 
teaching is not my own. It comes from 
the one who sent me. Anyone who 
chooses to do the will of God will find 
out whether my teaching comes from 
God or whether I speak on my own. 
Whoever speaks on their own does so 
to gain personal glory, but he who 
seeks the glory of the one who sent 
him is a man of truth; there is nothing 
false about him.” 

John 8:31-32 - “To the Jews who had 
believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold 
to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 

John 14:6-7- “Jesus answered, “I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you really know me, 
you will know my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.”
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