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The Difference Between Disagreement and 
Sowing the Seeds of Discord 

By Jeff Keller  
       With all of the arguments and disagreements that have 
been flying around us lately, even in the circles closest to us, 
our families, our friends, our workplace relationships, and even 
amongst our church circles, it made me take some time to 
think about the difference between disagreeing about 
something and intentionally committing the sin of discord.  It 
can be very hard to tell the difference at times.   
        Let me start off by saying there is nothing wrong with us 
disagreeing and having spirited debates based on our 
understanding of Scripture and doctrine.  Even in the church, 
there have been debates and spirited disagreements 
between two of our hero’s of faith, the Apostles Peter and 
Paul.  Famously in Galatians we see a controversy brew up 
between these two leaders when Peter was bent on making 
Gentiles live like Jews and adhere to Jewish custom and law 
to be fit to believe in Christ and be counted as one saved 
and set apart.  Paul of course did not see this as being a 
correct doctrinal position, and debated with Peter about this 
in the book of Acts, and we see Paul’s description of the 
conversation in his letter to the Galatians: 

Galatians 2:11-21 
11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him in public, 
because he was clearly wrong. 12 Before some men who had 
been sent by James arrived there, Peter had been eating 
with the Gentile believers. But after these men arrived, he 
drew back and would not eat with the Gentiles, because he 
was afraid of those who were in favor of circumcising them. 
13 The other Jewish believers also started acting like cowards 
along with Peter; and even Barnabas was swept along by 
their cowardly action. 14 When I saw that they were not 
walking a straight path in line with the truth of the gospel, I 
said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you have 
been living like a Gentile, not like a Jew. How, then, can you 
try to force Gentiles to live like Jews?” 15 Indeed, we are Jews 
by birth and not “Gentile sinners,” as they are called. 16 Yet 
we know that a person is put right with God only through faith 
in Jesus Christ, never by doing what the Law requires. We, too, 
have believed in Christ Jesus in order to be put right with God 
through our faith in Christ, and not by doing what the Law 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Family Bowling Night 

March 14th, 2021 from 6-8pm we will 
have our Family Bowling Night.  This 
annual event, which we didn’t get to 
have last year is BACK ON!!!  We will 
have up to 28 lanes reserved at 
Arrowhead Bowl, 2331 Brother’s Dr.  Cost 
is $3 per person per game - shoes 
included.  This is an event for the whole 
BLC Family.  Those with kids, those 
without, married, single, All ages! It’s 
going to be a blast!  Come join the fun! 

Please sign up by messaging Stacey on 
Facebook or by contacting the church 
office by email or phone.       

Elementary Spring Fest at HRCA 

it’s not too late if you have an 
elementary school student who is 
interested in going to the Spring Fest at 
HRCA.  Our own Stacey Smith will be 
leading this weekend retreat for upper 
elementary school students.  Contact 
Stacey if you are interested in more 
information.  

Baby Dedication - May 2nd 

It has been some time since we have 
held a baby dedication service at BLC.  
Since our last one we have had several 
families grow and our nursery is 
exploding!  Which we love.  If your family 
would like to dedicate your little one, we 
need you to contact the church office 
or get with Stacey Smith our Next 
Generation Minister to secure a spot in 
the dedication service.  Stacey will be 
happy to explain what the dedication is 
all about, and we will get you started 
with a special gift and a time of prayer 
with your BLC Family!  Sign up today! 
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requires. For no one is put right with God by doing what the 
Law requires. 17 If, then, as we try to be put right with God 
by our union with Christ, we are found to be sinners, as much 
as the Gentiles are—does this mean that Christ is serving the 
cause of sin? By no means! 18 If I start to rebuild the system 
of Law that I tore down, then I show myself to be someone 
who breaks the Law. 19 So far as the Law is concerned, 
however, I am dead—killed by the Law itself—in order that I 
might live for God. I have been put to death with Christ on 
his cross, 20 so that it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 
who lives in me. This life that I live now, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me. 21 I 
refuse to reject the grace of God. But if a person is put right 
with God through the Law, it means that Christ died for 
nothing! 

 This confrontation between Paul and Peter needed to 
happen.  Peter was teaching an improper gospel - 
conditional salvation based on following rules was not the 
Gospel Jesus brought.  This confrontation and debate 
needed to happen to achieve correction of a false 
teaching.   
 Discord however is based on our own baseless opinions 
and fleshly deviations from the unity of the body.  Discord 
happens through several sins: Enmity, Quarreling, Strife, 
Jealousy, Unrighteous Anger, Hostility, Rivalries, Slander, 
Dissensions, Gossip, Divisions, Conceit, Envy, and Disorder.  
Paul writes about these sins later in Galatians 5:19-21 and 
also in 2nd Corinthians 12:20.   
 More often than not, things we perceive as righteous 
ground to stand and fight, end up being based on our own 
fleshly desires and not founded on anything biblical at all.  
Controversies over carpet color, location of church artifacts, 
traditions, and worship styles are as fruitless and as 
unnecessary as our arguments and debates over politics, 
sports teams we follow, and other self focused endeavors.  
These are not doctrinal or theological biblical truths that are 
being debated when we fall into these types of arguments, 
they are just our opinions and personal preferences.  And 
when they rear their head in the church it causes broken 
relationships, distrust, and can even drive people away from 
the church rather than draw them near it.   
         When people outside of Christ see us acting like 
everyone else around them - debating and arguing over 
things that Christ never taught it tells them all they need to 
know about us, and in essence makes them think that if we 
represent the church, then they do not need it or want it.   
          We all fall victim to this sin of discord - it is the one the 
enemy loves to use against us because it brings infamy to 
the body and divides and conquers us before we ever get 
started.  I am asking you all to take a long hard look in the 
mirror and decide if the thing you are fighting for is worth 
someone missing the kingdom of heaven because we were 
too busy arguing from our flesh.  
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Mission of the Month 

Hanging Rock Christian Camp       

Hanging Rock Christian Assembly, Inc. 
We are a Christian Camp & 
Retreat Center that 
 provides 
opportunities for 
Churches, 
Individuals, Families 
and Communities 

to establish & strengthen their 
relationship with Christ.  Hanging Rock 
is supported by 70 Church of Christ 
and Christian Churches in west-
central Indiana and east-central 
Illinois.  Established in 1946, Hanging 
Rock has provided seventy five years 
of Christian Camping and Retreats. 

Brady Lane Church supports Hanging 
Rock financially through our General 
Fund Missions Account as well as by 
sending students to retreats, camps, 
and events at Hanging Rock.  This 
weekend we have five students from 
our middle school ages who are 
attending a winter/spring retreat.  
Next weekend we will have possibly 
around 5 more heading off to attend 
Spring Fest led by our own Stacey 
Smith.  We love Hanging Rock and 
are happy to welcome Gary Baker, 
HRCA’s Director this coming Sunday 
as we kick off summer camp 
registration season.  This year 
registration is opening a little later 
than normal, and there will be 
number restrictions for the residential 
camps this year so sign your student 
up soon!  You can see all camps, 
prices, packing lists and other 
information at www.hangingrock.org. 

Gary will also be sharing this week’s 
message our last core value or 
Element of our church family here at 
BLC - Prayer.  That is something else 
Hanging Rock always needs from us 
besides financial support and 
students...they also need our prayers!      

 

http://www.hangingrock.org
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