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Spiritual Gifts 
By Jeff Keller & Lee Anna Atwell 

     I am sharing the credit for this week’s article with our 
Worship Director Lee Anna Atwell.  She shared this as our staff 
devotion this week and I thought it was so good that I wanted 
to pass it on to you.  So thank you Lee Anna!   
     We all have something wonderful in us that God gifted us 
with that we are to share with others in the body and also in 
the community around us.  Some folks struggle trying to figure 
out what their gift is, but it is usually staring them right in the 
face.  Your best spiritual gift is usually something you feel 
natural doing.  For some folks it is hospitality - you love hosting 
parties or having people over - you like opening your life up to 
others to serve them and spend time with them.   
     For others it is service, for others it is administration, for others 
its the gift of encouragement - you are a cheerleader of 
others.  some have the gift of evangelism, you are just natural 
sharing your faith.  Some have the gift of faith, others the gift of 
generosity.  For some helping others in need is your gift and for 
even still others it is mercy.  There are other gifts like teaching, 
leadership, knowledge, prophecy, wisdom, healing, and 
speaking in tongues that are possessed by other folks.   
     Some folks think that some of these gifts are more important 
than others but truthfully - there is no one gift more important.  
All are needed for the body to function properly.  You might 
even be blessed by God to possess more than one gift.  Again 
this doesn’t make you more special, it just means God has 
more for you to do.   
      1 Peter 4:10 says: Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.  It is important for us to use our gifts 
and use them well.  God has a plan for us to actively share 
what we have been gifted with to edify and encourage the 
rest of the body.   
      The Apostle Paul also wrote in Romans 6:13:  Do not offer 
any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but 
rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to 
him as an instrument of righteousness.   We should use our 
whole self - everything we are to glorify God!   
     There are four things we need to do in relation to our 
spiritual gifts. 
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THE BIG THREE!  

Baby Dedication This Sunday  

It’s finally here!  We have been talking 
about this weekend for months!  
admission fee just FYI. The Baby 
Dedication and Parent Commitment 
service will take place at the end of 1st 
and the beginning of second service.  
We will be celebrating with our families 
as they commit to raising their children 
in Christ.  This year we will be catching 
up from not being able to dedicate last 
year - so we have 14 children being 
dedicated to the Lord!  Come join us!   

Mask Mandate Lifted May 9 

We will be lifting our mask mandate in 
both services beginning May 9th.  We 
still encourage those who feel led to 
wear a mask to do so, but are giving the 
choice to the individual.  We still 
encourage masks while singing but are 
not requiring it.  Please continue to be 
wise and stay home if you are feeling ill 
in any way.   
  

Compassion and Matrix 

We will have Compassion International 
packets still available this weekend.  If 
you did not get a chance to commit to 
supporting a child overseas you can 
pick one up on Sunday.  We will be 
celebrating our relationship with Matrix 
Life Care Center on May 16th and on 
that Sunday we will be offering Baby 
Bottles for you to fill to support this 
wonderful life saving mission.   

We will also introduce to you the 
Embrace Grace program, that we will 
launching this fall.  More details to 
come!   
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1. Discern - the first thing we need to do is figure out what 
our gift is.  We have a spiritual gifts assessment on our 
website bradylanechurch.org/requests-services/spiritual-gift-
assessment ; if you are viewing this document as a PDF on 
your computer or tablet you can click this above link and it 
will take you right to the assessment form page.  Take the 
assessment and it will help you determine what your gifting 
is.  Don’t think too hard about it and don’t try to determine 
what your gift is and then force yourself to answer the 
questions the way you want it to go.  Answer truthfully and 
you will have a good idea of what God has given you.   

2. Dedicate - the second thing you need to do is once you 
figure out what your gift is dedicate it to God.  Give it to Him.    
Promise Him that you will use that gift to serve His purposes 
and not your own.   

3. Develop - the third thing you need to do is work on 
developing that gift.  Practice makes you stronger.  Take 
small steps.  If your gift is hospitality work on building a few 
relationships and invite a few folks into your life to serve 
them.  If your gift is teaching, start with teaching yourself 
new things by doing some Bible study and spend time 
developing a healthy habit of daily devotions.  If your gift is 
evangelism, start with one person and begin working on 
sharing the gospel with them.  If your gift is service practice 
by helping a neighbor with a project or helping a family 
member with something they are working on.  Practice gives 
us more skill at using our gifts.   

4. Deploy - finally we must deploy our gift(s). Deploying a gift 
means simply you put your gift to work within the body of 
Christ and in the community.  If your gift is hospitality then 
maybe you can get involved in our guest services team or 
get busy opening your home and life to others.  If your gift is 
teaching then volunteer to teach in some area of the 
church, we have needs in both our Brady Lane Kids ministry 
as well as our adult ministry.  If your gift is helping others get 
busy serving in the food pantry or get your name on the 
deacon team list in one of the various categories - we will 
be putting that list out again soon - Stu and Lee Ann Jones 
our lead deacons are looking for help!  There are so many 
ways you can use your gift to help the body.  There are also 
ways to use your gifts to share God with others.   

 I hope you will take time to go to the website and find 
our Spiritual Gift Assessment form and begin identifying what 
your gift or gifts might be.  We are heading into a new 
season at Brady Lane Church.  We are celebrating 60 years 
of blessings from God.  We are preparing to launch a new 
three year strategic plan.  We are looking beyond that three 
year plan into the distant future as well.  God has many 
things in store for us and we need all of you - our family to 
join us on this amazing journey serving our Savior, Jesus!  
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Our Second Minister 

Gary & Ann Edwards 

Continuing our year long 
celebration of 60 years at BLC we 
pause to honor our second Senior 
Minister Gary Edwards.  Gary 
served at BLC for two years from 
1965 through 1967.  Pictured 
above is Gary with his wife Ann 
and their two children, Lori Lynn 
and Steven Trent.  Gary 
graduated from Lincoln Christian 
College and pastored at 
Michigantown Christian Church 
prior to his arrival at Brady Lane 
Church.  He went on to pastor at 
Ball State University in Muncie 
Indiana to serve as a Campus 
Minister.  We want to thank Gary 
and Ann and their family for the 
two years they dedicated to the 
flock at Brady Lane Church!   

IN MAY: we will look back at the 
tenure of David McCord. 
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