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Hope and the Action of God 
By Dr. Jody Owens 

     Something happened today that gave me pause – a 
prodding to be still and listen. I was immersed in 
preparation to lead a Learning Retreat over the minor 
prophets. I’ve felt convicted to lead this time of study 
and prayer because the minor prophets seem especially 
relevant to our day. In the middle of exegeting a text 
from Amos, I received a text message. The minister of a 
congregation in western Kentucky wrote that his staff 
had also planned to lead their congregation through 
the minor prophets this year. He wanted to know if there 
was still space available to participate in the Learning 
Retreat.  
     A few hours later I received a call from a minister in 
Tennessee. “This summer we are preaching through the 
minor prophets. Do you have room for one more at the 
retreat?”  
     I’m not quick to claim divine direction and by nature 
I’m a little skeptical when someone begins a statement 
with, “God told me…” I have lived long enough to know 
better than to casually make such pronouncements. But 
I have also followed Jesus long enough to know that 
God is not silent. He is active and desires to 
communicate with those who seek Him. So when two 
pastors from different states tell me they’ve felt led to 
preach from the minor prophets this year, my instinct tells 
me to be still and listen. Could they be experiencing the 
same prompting I felt. Could God be drawing the 
church to hear from these timeless voices? These two 
pastors are not alone. Several other leaders who will 
attend the retreat have communicated a similar desire 
to listen to the minor prophets during this season. I’m not 
a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, so I will not say, 
“Thus says the Lord…” unless it is a word directly from 
Scripture. Yet neither will I cease to keep my ears open, 
listening for the still small voice of God who may still 
speak to his people today.  
     The prophetic books themselves draw attention to the 
God who revealed himself in both act and in word. He 
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THE BIG THREE!  

VBS Is Approaching!  

You are now able to register your child 
online at our website for VBS.  This year’s 
theme is Surf’s Up featuring lessons 
about Noah, Jonah, Moses and the Red 
Sea, Peter walking on water with Jesus, 
and Jesus being baptized by John the 
Baptist.  Great crafts, games, music, 
snacks and more await your students 
from Preschool through 5th Grade.  VBS 
Surf’s Up will be June 14-18 from 6-8pm.       

VBS Supply Sunday 

This week we will be asking for supplies 
for VBS.  Mary Stone, our supply 
coordinator will be asking for various 
items to be donated for VBS.  You can 
pick up an item from the display in the 
hallway.  These items must be brought in 
by June 6th.  Check with Mary Stone for 
more information.     
  

BEST SUMMER EVER KICK OFF 

Sunday May 30 we will be kicking off the 
BEST SUMMER EVER!  Memorial Day 
weekend is the best day to kick off a 
summer filled with lots of fun, events, 
activities, ministry, outreach, and love.  
We plan to fill events all over 
Tippacanoe County with t-shirts of every 
color that tell our neighbors this is the 
BEST SUMMER EVER - and they can find 
out why by joining us at Brady Lane 
Church!  Our web address will be on the 
shirts as well - we all become walking 
billboards at our summer events all over 
town.  Our first event is the kick off on 
the 30th.  We will be handing out our 
Best Summer Ever Shirts - AND we will 
have a special gift for each family!  
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was not silent, and he did not fail to dramatically insert 
himself into the affairs of humanity so that His 
redemptive purposes might be realized. The prophets 
testify to a present active God. The lesson for ancient 
Israel was clear: if God spoke and acted in the past, 
then He might just speak and act again. This is what 
the Scriptures call “hope.” 
     In His book Hearing God Dallas Willard quotes 
comedian Lily Tomlin who asked, “Why is it, that when 
we speak to God we are said to be praying but when 
God speaks to us we are said to be schizophrenic?” 
The prophets, and ancient people in general, 
embraced the notion that God spoke in discernable 
ways.  
     Today could God be drawing us into the words of 
these prophets of old. Might he still desire to speak to 
us through them? Could those words to ancient Israel 
also be for such a time as this? 
I sometimes follow the lectionary in my preaching 
because I know that other Christians around the world 
hear the same texts on any given Sunday. God 
transcends physical distance as believers find 
themselves bound together under the same living 
Word. If God draws some leaders to bring their 
congregations into a hearing of the prophets, then a 
similar bond might occur. And who knows how God 
might work in our hearts to fulfill His redemptive 
purposes in our time.  
     I must confess, I hesitate to suggest that God is 
speaking in this way. Yet hope rests on the conviction 
that God has, does, and will speak and act. Therefore, 
I enter a posture of listening for the voice of God and 
the leading of the Spirit. I’m encouraged by the words 
of Dallas Willard who wrote, “It is much more important 
to cultivate the quiet, inward space of a constant 
listening than to always be approaching God for 
specific direction.”   I believe the prophets modeled 
such a posture before God. May we learn from them.  

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, your young men 
will see visions.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Joel 2:28 

Dr. Owens is a professor at Johnson University in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Jeff 
studied under Dr. Owens and continues to be mentored by him today.  Dr. 
Owens is also going to be at a leadership retreat in the fall that Jeff is 
helping to plan at Hanging Rock Camp.
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Mentors are Important 

By Jeff Keller 

I have been so blessed in my life to 
have had so many spiritual mentors.  It 
started with my parents, my great 
grandmother, and a few of the 
pastors who worked with me early.  
Then there was Harold Keck who 
helped me find my way into ministry.  
Then I was lucky enough to learn 
under Dr. Jody Owens, and several 
other professors at Johnson.  (Thanks 
to Dr. Owens for providing the guest 
article this week while I’m on 
vacation.)   

     Then I had a number of professors 
at Lincoln that continued my learning, 
Bob Monts and Steve Collins were so 
instrumental in my growth.  Then I 
move on to my master’s program at 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary where I 
began learning from Dr. Gary 
Johnson, Mark Miller, and several 
others who helped me take my 
leadership skills to another level.  Then 
there are guys who came into my life 
as I transitioned to Lafayette - like  
Vince McFarland - and others who 
continued to help me like Dr. Gary 
Johnson, Dr. Harold Keck, Bob Russell, 
Dr. Jody Owens, and others.  I have 
been so blessed by God to have 
these men and women in my life who 
have led me spiritually and helped me 
stay on track on the path that God 
wanted me to follow.   

     We are working toward 
congregation wide mentoring 
relationships.  We have around 60 
men and women participating in our 
CORE discipleship program.  In year 
two, these men and women are 
going to be seeking out mentors.  
Would you pray about this over the 
next six months.  Ask God to prepare 
you to be a mentor.  We need solid 
men and women who want to pass 
on their wisdom to the next 
generation.  I pray you will consider it!  
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