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Sacrifices Remembered 
By Jeff Keller 

 “My daughter is dating a Marine!”  Lots of things went 
through my head when I came to that realization for the first 
time.  Lots of emotions, lots of concerns, and lots of pride.  As I 
have come to know my now son-in-law a lot better over these 
past several years - the respect and gratitude I have for his 
service to this country, to his unit, to his brothers is very great.  
He approaches his civilian life in the same way.  He is 
dedicated to whatever work he pursues, he loves his family, 
and he has brothers at the church that I know he would give 
the shirt off his back to.  This month though, like a few other 
dates throughout the year he will pause to remember those 
that didn’t make it home with him - and I know it still causes 
him much pain and grief.   
 The month of May means a lot of things to a lot of 
people.  Graduations, spring, planting flowers, enjoying 
outdoor events, the Indy 500, the Kentucky Derby, among 
others.  For me - the month of May has other important 
landmark days.  Firefighters Memorial Day on May 4th. Police 
Memorial Day - May 15th.  And of course Memorial Day which 
we will celebrate this weekend on May 31st.  These days are 
special days - days that we have set apart to remember the 
sacrifices made by so many men and women.  Since 2010 
over 900 firefighters have given their lives in the line of duty.  In 
2021 alone 137 Police officers have given their lives.  Since 
9-11-2001, 6,967 U.S. servicemen and women have died during 
OCO/GWOT operations. An additional 52,802 have been 
wounded.  Over three thousand civilian contractors 
representing the United States have been killed with over 38 
thousand wounded trying to help people in the Middle East.  
So many sacrifices. So many lives ended.  So many families 
changed.   
 In all - 1,196,554 people have died in the defense of this 
country or in foreign wars to defend the freedom of others.  
That is a staggering number.  As we head into this Memorial 
Day weekend, please make sure you take time to pray for the 
families of those who have given the ultimate sacrifice - and 
the moment you begin to criticize this country, or complain 
about taxes you have to pay, or grumble over your situation 
that you find your life in - remember what others did in your 
place.  Remember the men and women who have fought to 
protect the very freedoms we hold dear.   
 Remember the countless hours that our men and 
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THE BIG THREE!  

VBS Is Approaching!  

You are now able to register your child 
online at our website for VBS.  This year’s 
theme is Surf’s Up featuring lessons 
about Noah, Jonah, Moses and the Red 
Sea, Peter walking on water with Jesus, 
and Jesus being baptized by John the 
Baptist.  Great crafts, games, music, 
snacks and more await your students 
from Preschool through 5th Grade.  VBS 
Surf’s Up will be June 14-18 from 6-8pm.       

VBS Supply 

We still have a few supply needs that 
have not been picked up as of yet for 
VBS.  These items are still posted in the 
foyer and can be picked up during 
services.  We are still in search of a 
couple of more volunteers to help with 
leading groups from station to station.  If 
you are available please contact 
Stacey and let him know.   
  

BEST SUMMER EVER KICK OFF 

Sunday May 30 we will be kicking off the 
BEST SUMMER EVER!  Memorial Day 
weekend is the best day to kick off a 
summer filled with lots of fun, events, 
activities, ministry, outreach, and love.  
We plan to fill events all over 
Tippacanoe County with t-shirts of every 
color that tell our neighbors this is the 
BEST SUMMER EVER - and they can find 
out why by joining us at Brady Lane 
Church!  Our web address will be on the 
shirts as well - we all become walking 
billboards at our summer events all over 
town.  Our first event is the kick off on 
the 30th.  We will be handing out our 
Best Summer Ever Shirts - AND we will 
have a special gift for each family!  
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women in armed forces spent to train, prepare, and finally 
serve so that we didn’t have to.  Think about the harsh 
winter at Valley Forge.  Think about the valiant defenders of 
the Alamo.  Think about the thousands who gave their lives 
at Gettysburg.  Think about the soldiers who gave their lives 
in the trenches of the First World War.  Think about those who 
froze to death holding the lines at the Bulge or who were 
surprised at Pearl, or slugged through the black sand of Iwo.  
Remember the young lives cut short in the Korean and 
Vietnamese jungles.  Remember the ones who responded to 
the Towers, the Pentagon, and those that didn’t don a 
uniform but said “Let’s Roll!” As they fought back against 
those who wished to hurt so many.  Remember the ones 
who for the last few decades have travelled to places we 
had never heard of like, Kandahar, and Benghazi, Ad-
Darwah, Fallujah, Beirut, Kabul,  and many other little towns, 
provinces, and locations and given their lives in the pursuit of 
peace and freedom.   
 Many may debate on whether any of these sacrifices 
were worth the cost.  I would say that every solider or first 
responder who sacrificed his or her life did so with heart and 
soul willing to give all they had to protect something they 
believe in.  To all those who are touched by the losses of 
military and first responders who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice all we can say is thank you.  It will never be enough 
to repay what was given.   
 You probably knew where I would go next…there is one 
man who made the ultimate of ultimate sacrifices who 
never fired a weapon, never charged a hill, never followed 
orders, never went through boot camp, never  raised a 
hand against another…even those who hurt him, 
persecuted him, betrayed him, or killed him.  Fact is he 
turned right around and forgave every one who sinned 
against him and gave his life to pay for all of our sins.  His 
name of course is Jesus.   
 This weekend we will pause in the midst of our BEST 
SUMMER EVER kick off to give honor to those who have 
given all…and we will especially remember and honor the 
one who gave us the chance to enter into eternal life by his 
sacrifice with everything we do this weekend.   

WE REMEMBER.  WE HONOR.  WE GIVE THANKS.
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Remembering David McCord 

By Jeff Keller 

We have engaged in a 
year long series of articles 
to remember our past 
ministers as we move 
toward our big 60th 
anniversary celebration 
here at BLC.  In 1968 Dave 
McCord was called to Brady Lane 
Church, he was a graduate of 
Milligan College and the Christian 
Theological Seminary.  Before arriving 
at BLC Dave served as a youth pastor 
at East 49th St. Christian Church in 
Indianapolis for five and a half years.  
He was also known for writing youth 
curriculum and communion 
meditations that were published by 
Standard Publishing.  Dave took 
classes at Purdue University during his 
time with us, and led this church very 
well, and as the city grew south 
toward BLC Dave the Leaders of the 
church seized the opportunity and 
the church continued to grow.  At the 
time there were two Sunday morning 
and one Sunday evening service.   

     During his time here, Christian 
Standard Magazine recognized BLC 
in their July 4, 1971 issue.  BLC added 
on educational space to the facility.  
The church celebrated its 10th 
anniversary during his time, and much 
more growth.  Dave ended his time 
at BLC in 1975 when he was called to 
Wichita Christian Church in Wichita, 
Kansas.   

We remember Dave and his wife 
Wanda and their children and thank 
them for their many years of service 
to Brady Lane Church!  
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