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Madame Blueberry & the Stuff Mart 
By Jeff Keller 

     Every church kid that grew up in the 90’s has sung 
along with Bob and Larry, Pa Grape, Jr. Asparagus, Mr. 
Lunt & the French Peas.  These lovable veggies were 
created by Phil Vischer and Mike Nawrocki under Big 
Idea Entertainment. “The series sees fruit and vegetable 
characters retelling Christian stories from the Bible, with 
episodes presenting life lessons according to a biblical 
worldview.”  
     One of my favorite episodes of the Veggie Tales series 
was one called Madame Blueberry & the Stuff Mart.  The 
story is basically about how Madame Blueberry’s stuff 
became more important to her than anything else.  Even 
though Madame Blueberry lives in a nice treehouse, and 
has lots of friends, she is still upset because she always 
thinks she needs more "stuff". When a new Stuff-Mart 
superstore opens up near her home, she loads up with 
everything she can, but is still sad. Eventually, Madame 
Blueberry learns that it's important to be thankful for what 
you already have. 
     Amy and I certainly used the Stuff Mart Episode to 
teach our kids to be thankful for their things, and to 
understand that having more doesn’t mean you will be 
happy.  Relationships, family, and faith are the most 
important things in life, a lot more important than stuff. 
     I have also mentioned that Amy and I enjoy a TV 
program called Hoarders which airs on A&E.  On this 
program, again, people reveal their struggles with being 
overcome with their stuff.  It’s sad to see how many 
people value their stuff, their things, sometimes even 
their junk or garbage more than even their own families.  
Almost every episode at least one of the two people 
being featured usually fall into hoarding after a 
traumatic loss or tragic life experience.  Many times 
because of a loss people push their family and friends 
away and replace relationships with people who can 
either hurt them, leave them, or be taken away by 
death from them for empty relationships with stuff.   
     I often joke during sermons, and have even 
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THE BIG THREE!  

VBS Is Approaching!  

You are now able to register your child 
online at our website for VBS.  This year’s 
theme is Surf’s Up featuring lessons 
about Noah, Jonah, Moses and the Red 
Sea, Peter walking on water with Jesus, 
and Jesus being baptized by John the 
Baptist.  Great crafts, games, music, 
snacks and more await your students 
from Preschool through 5th Grade.  VBS 
Surf’s Up will be June 14-18 from 6-8pm.      
We still have a few supply needs that 
have not been picked up as of yet for 
VBS.  These items are still posted in the 
foyer and can be picked up during 
services.  

Matrix Baby Bottles 

Bottles needs to be turned in by June 
20th.  Thank you for supporting Matrix.   

B Roll Being Shot this Sunday 

There will be some young men with 
cameras moving around during both 
services and throughout the morning 
getting images and what they call B-Roll 
video - action shots that play behind 
narration or during interviews for the 
60th Anniversary Celebration 
Documentary being put together by 
Brandon Fulk and his team.  Please act 
and behave as though the cameras 
aren’t there…it will make the footage 
they get more realistic.  They are trying 
to capture life at BLC.  Our worship, our 
study, our fellowship, our communion 
with God.  Thanks for understanding 
and we hope that you will enjoy what 
Brandon and his team are putting 
together to help us celebrate what God 
has done! 
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mentioned in a funeral message or two that you never 
see a U-Haul following a hearse.  It’s an old preacher’s 
joke meaning that you can’t take stuff with you when 
you die.  All of the things that we accumulate in life 
are things that will be divided up amongst our 
remaining descendants and the leftovers auctioned 
off or even thrown away.   
     So why do we exhaust so much of our lives 
accumulating things?  Houses.  Cars.  TVs.  Computers.  
Clothes.  Shoes.  Collections.  We are spoiled in 
America.  I remember growing up most homes had 
one TV, usually in your living room or family room.  If you 
were really well off you might have two.  For example, 
our house has four TVs…(one belongs to our son) and 
at least 11 screened devices (phones/tablets/
computers) between the three of us.  We only have 
three sets of eyeballs to look at 15 screens!   
     We all have too much stuff.  We guard our stuff.  We 
buy insurance for our stuff.  We hoard our stuff.  This 
past year saw us hoard things that no one ever 
dreamed we would here in America…toilet paper.  
Tissues.  Paper Towels.  Cleaning supplies.  I know we all 
worried about not having enough…I’m happy to say 
our bathroom rolls never went empty!  But the problem 
of hoarding, of having more than we need, is a real 
issue.   
     Jesus was very clear when he said…“Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal.”  (Matthew 6:19-20 NIV) 
     Now Jesus never said we couldn’t have possessions, 
he simply says we should not store up.  What are some 
things you could do without that are sitting around 
your house.  What do you have that is just taking up 
space and not really serving a purpose.  What do you 
have that you could donate, or share, or give to a 
friend or neighbor that could help them.  Spring and 
Summer are excellent seasons to lighten your load - 
have a garage sale, donate your items to a thrift store 
or homeless shelter.  Gift something of value to a family 
member or friend or neighbor that you no longer 
need.  If you have multiples of things and you are not 
using them all - pass on your blessing to someone else.  
Sell of some things and donate the proceeds to a 
worthy mission or put the money back to help a 
grandchild pay for college.  Madame Blueberry 
learned to be thankful and share her things.  We can 
learn a lot from those silly fruits and veggies!  
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Remembering Jim McKowen 

By Jeff Keller 

     In 1975 James McKowen and his 
wife Lillian were called to minister at 
Brady Lane Church.  He was our 
fourth senior minister 
and his ministry was 
characterized as 
being one filled with 
encouragement and 
edification of the body 
while also filled with 
focused biblical 
teaching. 

     While Jim served BLC, Mark 
Sorensen was brought on to serve as 
youth minister in 1980.  While Mark 
eventually stepped down from his 
ministry position, he and his wife 
Lorinda both continued on here at 
BLC serving in many capacities 
including teaching both adults and 
students.  Mark continues to serve 
BLC as our chairman of the Elders in 
2021.   

     Jim’s impact on BLC was 
generational.  His son Paul served 
Brady Lane Church as an elder for 27 
years and is currently an Elder 
Emeritus.  His grand-daughter in-law 
Lesley (Mark McKowen) also serves 
Brady Lane Church as our Office 
Administrator. 

     One of Jim’s additions to BLC was 
the BEACON, a newsletter that he 
wrote weekly.  At the writing of the 
last beacon that Jim penned, there 
were over 300 subscribers.  Jim served 
Brady Lane Church as Senior Minister 
from 1975 to 1984, which finished 40 
years of ministry in the local church.  
He started Jim McKowen Ministries 
doing revivals and other speaking 
engagements to serve the church.   

     We remember Jim and his wife 
Lillian and their family and thank 
them for their many generations of 
service to Brady Lane Church!  


	THE BIG THREE!
	VBS Is Approaching!
	Matrix Baby Bottles
	B Roll Being Shot this Sunday
	Madame Blueberry & the Stuff Mart
	Remembering Jim McKowen
	By Jeff Keller

