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VBS - Is It a Vacation?  
By Jeff Keller 

      It’s time!  VBS is less than four days away!  I always 
thought Vacation Bible School was a funny name for this 
weeklong evangelistic endeavor that we put on for our 
kids and those of the neighborhood.  The more I have 
thought about it this week as we have been putting the 
finishing touches on all the various areas and putting up 
the decorations in the hallways and sanctuary - it is a 
vacation of sorts.  Now don’t get me wrong…VBS is a 
week of hard work and dedication to sharing the gospel 
- serving these kids and hopefully their families at the end 
of the week; it is a very serious task.   
 Most years we would have been working on VBS for 
around six months but thankfully we had a lot of this 
years VBS planned last year…you know…the year we 
didn’t have summer fun!  But there has still been plenty 
to do to bring our plans from last year to life.  Lorinda 
Sorensen and Jake Heriges putting together the games 
and activities with their team, Tricia Roller and her team 
tackling the snacks, Mary Stone working hard to get all 
the needed supplies, Brandi Plantenga working hard 
with her volunteers to make the place look like a surfing 
beach - Lee Anna Atwell and the worship team putting 
together the music for the week and helping to 
decorate the stage - Amy Keller and her team coming 
up with creative and fun crafts. Laura Haro and Ashley 
Heriges tackling the challenge of leading the preschool 
VBS.  Cathy DeFord and Shantell Fritz preparing to 
register and track all of those kids!  Beth Tarr organizing a 
neighborhood canvas.  All of those volunteers who are 
serving as group leaders through the week.  And the 
Drama team, led by your’s truly acting as surf shop 
employees to teach the nightly lessons.  Stacey Smith 
has been overseeing the entire event and working on 
promotion.   Not to mention all of you who have brought 
in supplies, donated snacks, preparing meals for the 
volunteers, working in the nursery to watch the 
volunteers’ babies, Lesley McKowen in the office helping 
with posters and flyers and signs, folks who are praying 
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THE BIG THREE!  

VBS Is HERE!  

It’s not too late for kids to get registered 
and we will accept kids at the door.  
The more we get pre-registered the 
more it helps our folks working 
registration so if you can - get them 
registered before we start Monday 
night.   

Also - our mission for the week is IDES.  
IDES is a Christian national disaster relief 
organization based in the Indianapolis 
area.  They travel all over our country 
and in some other places in the world to 
deliver much needed food, supplies, 
and shelters for folks recovering from 
hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, 
earthquakes, and floods.  All proceeds 
collected during the week will go to 
IDES to support their efforts.   

Matrix Baby Bottles 

BOTTLES ARE DUE BY JUNE 20th!  Thank 
you for supporting Matrix!!!! 

July 9th Family Day at 
Troppicanoe Cove 

That’s right! We have another Family 
Day coming up on Friday July 9th from 3 
to 6pm.  Cost is $6 per person kids three 
and under are free.  We hope you and 
your family will join us for our third Family 
Fun event of the year sponsored by our 
Next Generation Ministry!  
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with the Prayer team begin assembled by Mary Stone, 
and all of those who will help move chairs this Sunday 
to get the sanctuary ready to receive all of those kids!  
As you can see…it takes an army of volunteers and 
leaders working hard for many months to pull 
something like this off.  So when we call it VACATION 
Bible School…it sounds like an oxymoron.   
 But here is where the vacation comes in…for the 
kids we will serve and for us… 

• It’s a vacation from the normal. 
• It’s a vacation from the schedule.  
• It’s a vacation from the sports, 4H, school. 
• It’s a vacation from the difficulties of life.   

 For our church kids - they get to see all of us adults 
going out of our way to provide a fun, safe, and 
spiritually enriching week for them.  They see their 
moms and dads, Sunday school teachers, other 
volunteers, and pastors playing games with them, 
doing fun crafts with them, telling them stories about 
Jesus, and giving them attention.  They get worship 
that is specifically geared for them but from our 
amazing worship team.  It’s a vacation from what they 
are used to…through some paper and plastic 
decorations spread throughout the building and a little 
imagination we transport them away from Lafayette 
for two hours a night to a far away place, where they 
will meet people and share experiences that they will 
not get the other 51 weeks of the year.   
 For some of these kids it will be the only week that 
they will hear about Jesus other than his name being 
used for a curse word.  For some it will be a vacation 
from sadness.  Broken homes.  Broken hearts.  Broken 
lives.   
 Please continue to pray for everything that next 
week will be.  We know when we move toward 
something big like this that none of it is possible without 
God bathing it in his power, love, grace, and strength.  
This week is God’s - we give him the glory!  We hope to 
see you at VBS!  Come and visit…come and 
volunteer…come and bring some kids from your 
neighborhood (With their parents permission of 
course).  Invite your neighbors kids, your grandkids, 
your coworkers kids, you nieces and nephews…it’s 
going to be a wonderful five days of VACATION from 
life - completely focused on Jesus!  
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60th Anniversary Coming Soon! 

By Jeff Keller 

    This summer is a special 
summer…it has been dubbed THE BEST 
SUMMER EVER by our staff.  Maybe we 
won’t set any records and maybe we 
won’t even crack the top 20 best 
summers…but I will say I think this 
summer is going to be very special.   

 The preparations for our 
celebration on JULY 23, 24, and 25 are 
well under way.  We have a giant tent 
rented to put in the yard - will hold 
300+ people…I would really like to fill 
that tent up for every event that we 
have.  We will have worship, we will 
have celebrations of the past, we will 
recognize former ministers and leaders, 
we will have a catered fellowship 
dinner, a documentary film made by 
our own members of the history and 
future of BLC.  There will be displays of 
church artifacts, bulletins, Beacons, 
directories, drawings, photographs, 
and other treasures from the life of the 
Body at Brady Lane.   We will also 
reveal to the congregation the final 
draft of the vision that has been cast 
and the strategic plan to carry it out.  
There are going to be some big dream 
announcements on that Sunday - we 
hope that you can join us!   

 Now - the main thing that will 
happen over the course of that 
weekend - we are going to honor and 
praise the one who made all of it 
possible.  Our God.  God has blessed 
us for 60 years.  60 years of growth.  60 
years of engaging our community.  60 
years of carrying out the mission to 
lead others to Jesus.  To God be the 
glory!  YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT!  
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