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Freedom  
By Jeff Keller 

     If you have Christ, you are free.  The Apostle John 
recorded the great discourse between Jesus and his 
opponents in the Sanhedrin in chapter 8 of his Gospel.  I 
encourage you to read it - it runs from 8:12-8:59 - and in 
this discourse Jesus is recorded as saying many things 
that are still today ringing true.  At the end of the 
discourse he says that Abraham rejoiced at the thought 
of seeing Jesus come, and the had seen it, and was 
glad.   
     This brought the people to say back to him, you are 
not yet 50 years old, and you have seen Abraham? 
Jesus famously replies…”Very truly I tell you, before 
Abraham was born, I AM!”  Jesus used the name given 
to Moses of the Almighty God.  YHWH in Hebrew, I AM in 
English.  He was telling the people that he was in fact 
God in the flesh. When he did this they picked up stones 
to kill him but he got away. 
     In this same interaction with the men who opposed 
him, he had another famous saying recorded.  It 
appears in verses 31-36… 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants 
and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you 
say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is 
a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in 
the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son 
sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

I have read about and watched videos of people 
spouting off about rights, freedoms, equality, having a 
voice, critical race theory, and every thing under the sun 
about what I can and can’t say about genders and 
sexual immorality, and anything that goes against God’s 
created order…I just have to shut up and sit down…
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THE BIG THREE!  

Volunteer Training Tomorrow 

This Saturday June 26th, Stacey Smith 
will be hosting a volunteer training for all 
Next Generation personnel.  If you 
teach, lead, run check in, or participate 
in Brady Lane Kids, Epic, or Elevate or in 
any other way in the Next Generation 
Team you need to attend this training.  
9am to 12 noon.   

Gospel Fest July 4th 

Lee Anna Atwell and The Resolvers 
open for Malachi Jaggers at this years 
Gospel Fest at Flora Community Park.  
The concert begins at 6pm, Lee Anna 
and The Resolvers take the stage in the 
middle, and Malachi Jaggers runs up to 
9:30pm. Fireworks immediately following 
the concert.  Lee Anna would love to 
see you and your BEST SUMMER EVER T-
Shirts on the 4th!   

We have not been able to determine 
locations or times of any fireworks being 
held in the city, although Lafayette has 
planned a parade of some fashion in 
the middle of our worship hours on that 
Sunday.  We encourage that wherever 
you celebrate the fourth…you take a 
little of BLC with you!   

July 9th Family Day at 
Troppicanoe Cove 

That’s right! We have another Family 
Day coming up on Friday July 9th from 3 
to 6pm.  Cost is $6 per person kids three 
and under are free.  We hope you and 
your family will join us for our third Family 
Fun event of the year sponsored by our 
Next Generation Ministry!  
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because it is “our turn now”.  And with sinful attitudes, 
and sometimes violent outbursts and equally racist 
paintbrushes people like me who believe in the truth 
that Jesus was talking about get painted into a corner 
of either being racist or a crazy fanatical religious 
zealot.   
     I am happy that people are starting to understand 
the lies that they are being told and are starting to 
stand up and say something.  And it is not just coming 
from white, midwestern or southern middle class 
people.  It’s coming from the black community.  It’s 
coming from the Hispanic community.  It’s coming 
from the Asian community.  Those who stand for the 
truth of Christ are seeing the division that is being sown 
by our leaders because if they can keep us fighting 
with each other, then no one will be paying attention 
to them.  If they can keep us divided then no one can 
rise above the chaos to stop them from turning this 
country into a vile and awful place to be.   
     Christians can I continue to implore you to lay down 
your weapons of words, throw off the shackles of the 
political party you espouse yourself to, and let us seek 
the simple truth of Jesus Christ.   
     Real freedom and justice will never be found in this 
world.  No matter how many reforms are passed, no 
matter how many times the government tells you that 
they are going to help, no matter how much free 
money is handed out - none of us are free without 
Jesus.  Without Jesus if we are not slaves to an 
employer, or a corporation, or a organization then we 
are at the very least slaves to our sin.  And the only 
freedom we can have comes through surrendering our 
rights, our will, and our self to Jesus Christ and letting 
him be our LORD and savior.   
      Wanting the salvation is easy.  Surrendering to His 
lordship is the hard part.  But that is where the true 
freedom lies.  There is nothing I can do or say that will 
ever erase the history of this country.  There is nothing I 
can do or say that will change the truth of Scripture.  
People can try to rewrite it, change it, erase it, destroy 
it but its still going to be the truth.  The truth that God 
created cannot be changed.  In the end no matter 
what - His truth will be all that remains.   
      So it all comes down to this.  Are you a slave to your 
sin?  Are you a puppet for the government?  Are you 
going to lay down your freedom in Christ to try to 
exact some kind of revenge against those who have 
hurt you?  Or are you going to spend your time you 
have left focused on kingdom things?  Things of Jesus. 
He is the only one who can truly set you free.    
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Remembering Ed Charlton  

By Jeff Keller 

     In 1984 Brady Lane Church 
called their fifth minister, Ed 
Charlton and his wife Jodi. Under 
Ed’s tenure the church leadership 
approved a $275,000 bond issue 
for the purpose of renovating the 
older portions of the building and 
constructing phase three, the 
worship complex.  In 1986 the 
complex was completed, with 
seating for 300 people.   

     Paul Blowers and Steve Slack 
both served as associate ministers 
in that time.  In 1989 in Ed’s final 
years as our senior minister the 
Good Shepherd Learning Center 
was initiated.  Kay Mayberry was 
our first lead teacher but soon 
many others would follow.  Ed 
finished his ministry at BLC in 1990.  
Ed brought about a steady growth 
in the church family, and from his 
beginning in 1984 when the 
average attendance was around 
160 through 1990 at his leaving, the 
church reached it’s height in 
attendance with averages in the 
270’s for the last three years Ed was 
minister.  We would like to thank Ed 
and his family for their service to 
Brady Lane Church!   

Ed pictured with his grandchildren today.   
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