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Remembering Bill Overbay 
By Jeff Keller 

     When considering the 23 years that J. William 
Overbay spent at the helm of Brady Lane Church I felt 
that the longest running pastor’s bio would not fit in the 
side bar article and needed keynote placement.  Bill 
would have been present for the 50th Anniversary ten 
years ago so getting him to come back and speak at 
the 60th anniversary celebration on Saturday afternoon 
is a blessing.  Bill retired from professional ministry in 2013 
but to be truthful - no pastor ever retires from ministry, 
and Bill continues to serve the Lafayette community.  He 
has continued to minister to some long time families of 
Brady Lane Church, he has continued to be a part of 
some of our funeral services, and continues to come in 
to worship with us from time to time visiting with his 
daughter, Sarah who along with her daughters is still a 
member here at BLC.   
     Bill and his wife Jane along with their children Evan 
and Sarah, joined Brady Lane Church in 1990 following 
the departure of Ed Charlton.  There were many 
accomplishments by the Body of Christ at BLC during 
Bill’s tenure, including the growth of the Good Shepherd 
Learning Center, improvements to the facility, growth in 
the congregation, and more involvement in the 
community around us to include our food pantry.   
     In 2004 the church took on an addition to the facility 
by adding classroom spaces and putting on a 
completely new roof.  There were plans for other 
additions to the facility but a change to the local fire 
code stopped some of those plans from being realized 
as a new fire suppression system had to be installed 
throughout the facility.   
     Even with that extra unforeseen expense, a Links of 
Love campaign was started in 2004 and funds were 
raised and in March of 2005 ground was broken on the 
addition to the facility.  The project was completed in 
October of 2005 and the church celebrated the 
completion with a catered meal from Parrett’s, who 
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THE BIG THREE!  

60th Anniversary Celebration 

We are now just a few weeks out from 
our 60th Anniversary Celebration.  Plans 
have been completed.  It is going to be 
an awesome weekend full of joy and 
excitement about what God has done 
with us for 60 years!  Please plan to be 
with us in person.  There will be no live 
broadcast of the services over that 
weekend, but we will have a edited 
video posted later in the week of all that 
goes on.   

Gospel Fest July 4th 

Lee Anna Atwell and The Resolvers 
open for Malachi Jaggers at this years 
Gospel Fest at Flora Community Park.  
The concert begins at 6pm, Lee Anna 
and The Resolvers take the stage in the 
middle, and Malachi Jaggers runs up to 
9:30pm. Fireworks immediately following 
the concert.  Lee Anna would love to 
see you and your BEST SUMMER EVER T-
Shirts on the 4th!   

We have not been able to determine 
locations or times of any fireworks being 
held in the city, although Lafayette has 
planned a parade of some fashion in 
the middle of our worship hours on that 
Sunday.  We encourage that wherever 
you celebrate the fourth…you take a 
little of BLC with you!   

July 9th Family Day at 
Troppicanoe Cove 

That’s right! We have another Family 
Day coming up on Friday July 9th from 3 
to 6pm.  Cost is $6 per person kids three 
and under are free.  We hope you and 
your family will join us for our third Family 
Fun event of the year sponsored by our 
Next Generation Ministry!  
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incidentally are catering our festivities on Saturday of 
our 60th Anniversary Celebration.   
     Bill served with compassion and strong leadership 
during his time here, worked with several new staff 
members in his time, including two secretaries, several 
teachers at Good Shepherd and a couple of 
associate ministers.  The membership grew and people 
came to know the Lord.   
     I found a letter Bill wrote to the congregation in the 
Directory that was printed in 1991 that I thought is as 
true today as it was when he penned it - which is a 
testament to his time here.  I would like to share an 
excerpt: 

 “Together, at Brady Lane, we are making a 
conscious choice to be loving and caring.  Visitors 
comment on our friendliness and concern for others.  
Our congregation continues to be concerned for the 
welfare of those within the body and outside. 
     Together, at Brady Lane, we are choosing to be 
faithful in His kingdom. We continue to faithfully share 
our time, talents, and resources. 
     Together, at Brady Lane, we are determined to 
continue to grow for Jesus Christ.  This critical choice 
will ensure that the years that are ahead are exciting 
and joyful as we expectantly await His return.” 

And from the 1994 directory: 

     “Here’s the church!  Just take a look.  It’s not a 
building or a collection of programs. It’s not the 
organization or the name.  It’s the people, all kinds of 
people, with different backgrounds, different interests, 
and different skills coming together to bring glory to 
God in this one place: Brady Lane Church…” 

     Thanks to Bill’s leadership and that of the Elders that 
served during his tenure, a strong body of closely knit 
believers, a family was nurtured and added to for 23 
years.  It was also because of that effort to build a 
strong family that when I came in 2014 - that same 
family of closely knit believers was ready to hit the 
ground running.   
     I want to thank Bill Overbay and his family for their 
23 years of service to the Body of Christ here on the 
south side of Lafayette, Indiana.  I am personally 
grateful for the help and ministry Bill continues to do 
today to help when called upon and I look forward to 
his sharing at our celebration on July 24th at 4pm.  

A BLC Production 2

BEST SUMMER EVER! 

By Jeff Keller 

    I have had a lot of good 
summers in my lifetime.  I am not 
sure this summer will be my 
personal best summer ever - 
compared to last summer it sure 
seems like it.   

     So far we have had a VBS, we 
are preparing for a family fun day, 
Summer Camps at HRCA are in full 
swing, and in just a few weeks we 
will be celebrating 60 Years and 
counting at BLC.  This church 
planted 60 years ago on the south 
side of Lafayette has been a fixture 
of love and grace to the 
community around us.  We are so 
excited to see what God has in 
store for us in the years to come!   

     Just a reminder about that 
wonderful weekend we will have a 
premiere celebration of the 
documentary - BLC @ 60 - filmed 
and edited by Man & Rock 
Productions and Kenton Little 
Videography and I want to tell you 
just from the small bits I have 
gotten to see - it is going to bring a 
tear to your eye as well as swell 
your heart as you hear all the 
things God has done and is doing 
here at BLC.   

     That night we will have a red 
carpet experience, pop corn 
popping, photo opportunities for 
you and your family, and a little bit 
of worship to prepare us to watch 
the movie.   

     One other thing of note, I am 
going to need some volunteers on 
Saturday July 24th to assist me in 
placing tables and chairs in the 
tent for the festivities.  We will do 
that at 9am on July 24th.  
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