
Volume 2: Issue 26 July 9, 2021

Elder Governance in the Church 
By Jeff Keller 

     In the independent Christian Church or Restoration 
Movement Churches to which we are one, the Elder role 
in the church is four fold: 
1. Prayer - They are to be the chief prayer warriors of our 
congregation. 
2. Protection - They are to be shepherds and overseers of 
the flock, and protect the teaching of the word and 
church doctrine. 
3. Policy - They are to set and oversee policy for the 
church.   
4. Pastoral Care - They are to provide spiritual guidance 
and minister to the church family in times of need.   
     We are a unique movement in this area - as many 
denominations have either put the eldership in the 
hands of the church staff, or surrendered local elder 
governance to overseeing hierarchal organizations. Both 
of which are not biblical.  The role of the local elder was 
crucial in the planting of the early church.  In Paul’s 
missionary journeys when he established a church he 
established elders to lead those churches.  Men from the 
church body who fit a list of qualifications who would be 
given the heavy responsibility of the above.  These are 
not perfect or holier than thou leaders…but men who 
did their best to emulate the life of Christ and sacrifice 
themselves for the good of the body of Christ.  Paul even 
gave clear instructions on how to choose elders for the 
church when he wrote the first letter to Timothy at 
Ephesus.  Timothy was left as an elder - or what we now 
consider a Senior Minister in the modern church…but he 
was to choose men who would hold him accountable 
as well as help to lead the church.  We find those 
qualification in 1 Timothy 3… 

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an 
overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be 
above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not 
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THE BIG THREE!  

60th Anniversary Celebration 

We are now just two weeks out from our 
60th Anniversary Celebration.  Plans 
have been completed.  It is going to be 
an awesome weekend full of joy and 
excitement about what God has done 
with us for 60 years!  Please plan to be 
with us in person.  There will be no live 
broadcast of the services over that 
weekend, but we will have a edited 
video posted later in the week of all that 
goes on.   

Miami School Supply Drive 

Our Mission Moment for July has 
traditionally been a school supply drive 
for Miami Elementary.  We will be doing 
this again this year.  You can find school 
supply lists for the different schools at 
Walmart and other stores.  Please use 
the one specific to Miami Elementary.  
The supplies can be delivered to the 
church any time in the month of July.  
We will take them to the school the first 
week of August.  These supplies go into 
a pool supply for students who come to 
school without the proper supplies or for 
those that run out mid year there is a 
supply to replenish.  Thank you in 
advance for participating. 
  

End of Summer Bash 

 August 6th, 6:30 to 8:30pm.  This will be 
our last BEST SUMMER EVER Event - a 
community carnival that is full of fun, 
games, prizes, and food.  We will need 
volunteers for games and other areas - 
you can see Stacey for more details.  
Invite your neighbors to join us for a fun 
night to end the BEST SUMMER EVER!  
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given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage 
his own family well and see that his children obey him, 
and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 
5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own 
family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He 
must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the 
devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into 
the devil’s trap. 
      1 Timothy 3:1-7 

     Now there are some who go into Pharisee mode 
and try to make this a legalistic list to which no one 
can possibly measure up.  It is also not a list to measure 
one’s whole life against- but instead a measure of 
where they are right now.  There are men who maybe 
wouldn’t have qualified ten or five years ago who now 
meet the qualifications where they are now in their 
spiritual walk.   
      I think it is important to vet men to make sure they 
meet these standards to the best of their ability.  With 
our newest Elders here at BLC I spent two years training 
them, pushing them, holding them accountable while 
they grew into these leadership positions.  There are 
others who we have our eyes on for the future.  Like 
Timothy, it is my responsibility to equip and disciple 
men to a point in their spiritual journey that they are 
ready to take on this responsibility.  The current elders 
also help in this endeavor through mentoring, 
coaching, and vet through interviews and testing.   
 I have witnessed good and bad eldership teams.  I 
have seen Senior Ministers who had too much 
responsibility and power and I have witnessed elder 
teams that took on too many things and lorded over 
the church.  Elders and Staff members are people 
too…which is why it is also on the congregation to 
monitor and hold both the Elders and Staff 
accountable to their responsibilities.  This is done 
through the confrontation model give to us by Jesus in 
Matthew 18.  If you witness a leader in sinful behavior 
you confront one on one.  If that doesn’t fix the issue 
you take one or two witnesses and confront in love a 
second time.  If that does not fix it, you bring them 
before the elders.  If that does not fix it, they are 
removed from responsibility, and possibly the body.   
      So why, if it can be flawed, is elder governance of 
the church important?  Tune in next week for the 
answer!
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60th Anniversary Update 

By Jeff Keller 

     We are two weeks away from a 
historic occasion here at BLC.  60 years 
of being the light of Christ here on the 
South Side of Lafayette has been filled 
with many victories.  Many lives 
surrendered to Jesus.  Many programs 
and events.  60 years…that is 3,120 
Sundays full of worship, service, and 
love.  God has blessed His children 
who worship Him at 2701 Brady Lane in 
Lafayette.   

     We have put a lot of emphasis so 
far on where we have been - we have 
been looking back at former senior 
pastors, talking about past 
celebrations and victories, and there 
are many fond memories for sure.   

      During the worship service on July 
25th, however, our FOCUS will turn from 
the past to the future.   The elders will 
be presenting some really exciting 
plans that God has laid on our hearts.  
These plans didn’t come from God to 
just the leaders of BLC, but we also 
spent time with many of you to see 
what God is laying on your hearts.   

      There are several of the items that 
we are going to share with you that 
were part of the vision casting that 
have already started - like HomePointe 
and CORE men’s and women’s 
discipleship programs.  And there are 
some that will be launched in the fall, 
like Embrace Grace, and others we will 
share on the 25th.  On top of the 
people focused items that we will 
share, there will be a big 
announcement about growing our 
physical footprint on the south side of 
Lafayette.  We are excited about all of 
these plans that God has led us to, 
and we want to share them with 
EVERYONE on July 25th at 10:30am.  
Please make every effort to be with us, 
you don’t want to miss it!  
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