
Volume 2: Issue 28 July 22, 2021

The Last Seven Years 
By Jeff Keller 

    Over the past several months I have been sharing the 
stories of other ministers, and some church history as we 
have worked toward our big 60th Anniversary 
Celebration, that starts today at BLC.  I thought it would 
only be right as I have examined the past work of others 
here that we take a moment and look at our recent 
history and take stock of what God has done and 
celebrate it.   
     It is hard to believe that Amy and I have been at 
Brady Lane almost 7 years - we are just a few weeks 
away from the anniversary of our first visit where we 
shared a couple of sermons in a substitute role.   
     In October - we will see the anniversary of our first 
Sunday at BLC as Senior Minister.  The time has seemed 
to go by fast - at least the first five years, these past two 
have really been slow moving, but so much has 
happened.  
 1.  We have completed two and are preparing to 
start a third strategic plan through a vision casting 
process I was taught in Seminary.  It is through this 
process we listened to God and have started many life 
groups, classes, programs like grief recovery, added 
ministry teams like the media team, and the next 
generation team.  We also have changed our physical 
footprint here at the church by remodeling the kids 
hallway, sanctuary, and upgraded several mechanical, 
technological, and security systems in the church.   
 2.  We have set giving records for the church in all 
but one year (COVID 2020) and even in that year we 
were above any year previous to 2014.  We have a very 
generous family here at BLC and we use that money 
given for kingdom work of all kinds.   
 3.  We have made next generation a priority, with 
several phases and attempts we have tried to make our 
kids program better.  Some things have worked, some 
haven’t but overall we are still trying to make it better.   
 4.  We have grown as a family.  We have grown 
from a weekly average of around 150 upon my arrival to 
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THE BIG THREE!  

60th Anniversary is HERE! 

We start tonight celebrating our 60th 
Anniversary as a church.  Plans have 
been completed.  Please plan to be 
with us in person.  There will be no live 
broadcast of the services over this 
weekend, but we will have a edited 
video posted later in the week of all that 
goes on.   

Schedule for this Weekend 

Here is the schedule for this weekend 
one last time:   

Friday - BLC @ 60 Documentary  
• doors open at 5:30 
• Photo ops 
• Historical memorabilia to view 
• Free bottled water and popcorn 
• Program starts at 6pm.  

Saturday - Celebrating 60 Years 
• Program starts at 4pm 
• Honoring former minsters, leaders, and 

elders - Bill Overbay former Sr. Minister 
will share a message 

• Catered meal after program 

Sunday - FOCUS - The Present & Future 
of BLC - one service at 10:30am.  
Childcare provided.  Strategic Plan 
shared by Elders! 

End of Summer Bash 

 August 6th, 6:30 to 8:30pm.  This will be 
our last BEST SUMMER EVER Event - a 
community carnival that is full of fun, 
games, prizes, and food. 
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close to 250 right before COVID hit.  Our numbers are 
still pretty close to that if you count our video audience 
who still check in weekly, but we are starting to see the 
attendance at the church building rise on Sunday.  We 
thank God for that…Nothing can replace the 
experience of being present with the BODY of Christ.  
Our overall members and regular attenders number is 
now is over 300.   
 5.  We have survived this irritating and problematic  
pandemic fairly well.  That’s all I am going to say about 
that.   
 6.  In our fourth year here we got out of debt and 
have stayed that way for the last few years.  That 
commitment has been a huge blessing and a great 
sign of good stewardship on the part of our family.   
 7.  We have seen growth in spiritual maturity.  More 
people are working at leading others into a 
relationship with Jesus.  More people are serving.  More 
people are giving of themselves.  More new leaders 
have stepped up.  Two new elders have been trained 
and added to our leadership team.  We continue to 
look for and equip other new leaders through our 
CORE program and hope to have more new leaders in 
the near future.   
 8.  We have supported 11 community and 
worldwide missions through our general fund, and we 
have seen that gift continue to rise.  We are now at the 
10% of our general fund going to missions which was 
goal we set in one of our vision casting efforts - going 
from around 6% upon my arrival to our current mark.  If 
you add in what we spend on food pantry ministry 
here we are well over 10% of our general fund going to 
outreach and missions.   
     We are a healthier church now than when I got 
here, but there is so much more to do.  To be honest, I 
think we have just scratched the surface of the 
potential that God has for us here on the south side of 
Lafayette and beyond.  I can’t wait for the elders to 
share with you some of the ideas and dreams that 
God has placed on our hearts for the future of this 
church.  With you all walking with us on this journey…
and with the irreplaceable power of the Almighty 
God, the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
the hand of Jesus guiding us, we will be making a 
huge kingdom impact on our neighbors, our families, 
our friends, and our co-workers.   
     Keep praying those KINGDOM prayers.  Keep asking 
God to move mountains for us so we can push the 
body forward into a new era.  We are not done yet.  
What’s next God…GIVE US ONE MORE!
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What’s Next? 

By Jeff Keller 

  I know we have a busy 
weekend ahead of us, but I am 
already starting to think about this 
fall.   

• In the coming weeks we will be 
making a decision on our next 
HOMEPOINTE campaign that will 
launch this fall.  Stay tuned! 

• We will be looking at some 
interesting studies this fall with 
some challenging sermon series- 

• Sept 5-26 - The Playlist (4 
Sermons) 1 Corinthians 

• October 3-31 - What Made 
Jesus Mad (5 sermons) from 
Gospel encounters.  

• November 7-28 - Rethinking 
Generosity: The Life of Moses 
(4 sermons) - Exodus  

• December 5-26 - The Eternal 
Express (4 sermons) Christmas 
Series. 

• We will see our life groups, Grief 
Recovery, Embrace Grace, and 
an offering of BLC101 start up 
after Labor Day.   

Update 

We are sorry to hear of the passing 
of Linda Bushman on Thursday 
afternoon.  Linda, a long time 
member of the Brady Lane Church 
family was a very talented lady, 
who among other things made the 
most beautiful quilts.  Her presence 
will be missed by all of us.  We will 
update you on arrangements as 
we get them.  Keep her sons, Brad 
and Brian and the rest of the 
Bushman family and friends in your 
prayers.  
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