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Crisis in Nigeria - These Black Lives Matter Too 
By Jeff Keller 

 I know by the title of this article alone I am probably 
getting everyone’s hackles up.  Please keep reading 
because what is happening in Nigeria is a real tragedy.   
 Nigeria, a country in central Africa that is roughly 
divided in half - the northern half of the country is 
predominantly Muslim and the southern part of the 
country is predominantly Christian.  Over the last 20 years 
nearly 10,000 Nigerian Christians, have been murdered 
by their Jihadi Muslim countrymen.  Thousands more 
have been kidnapped and imprisoned.   
 If you are lucky, you might catch this as a last 
headline on a nightly news program or buried on the 
back pages of newspapers.  It’s not talked about, its 
ignored by the media and more importantly by our 
politicians who could actually do something about it so 
that they can cover other trivial things.  
 Let me share with you what is happening to our 
black brothers and sisters in Christ who live in Nigeria, in 
2021…this is happening, and it should appall you.   
 Since January of 2021, 3,462 Christians have been 
killed in Nigeria, for being Christians.  That’s seventeen 
Christians per day.  1,470 of those brothers and sisters 
were brutally hacked to death by machetes or tribal 
swords. Since May, 1,992 Christians have lost their lives.  
From May 1st to July 18 - 780 Christians have been 
abducted, for the year that number is also over 3,000.  
300 churches have been damaged, burned, or forced 
to close.  Ten priests or pastors have been abducted and 
killed.  This information and statistics comes from a non-
profit organization in Nigeria called the International 
Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law.   
 The worst part of this horrible genocide is the fact 
that the Nigerian government is in some cases 
supporting or at the least looking the other way with its 
security forces as this violence against Christians 
escalates.  Actually the worst part is that the rest of the 
world sits idly by and does nothing while thousands of 
peaceful Christians are murdered.   
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THE BIG THREE!  

Thank you to all who helped!  

On behalf of the Elders and Staff of 
Brady Lane Church, I want to thank all 
those who helped in any way to pull off 
the 60th Anniversary Celebration.  From 
donations of artifacts, to carrying chairs, 
to cutting cake, to setting up and 
tearing down tables, to sharing 
memories on a video to creating that 
video…I want to thank everyone.  A 
special thanks to Lee Anna Atwell and 
our 1st and 2nd service worship teams 
for leading us in wonderful worship of 
God for three days!   

Copies of the 2021-2023 Vision 

     If you weren’t able to join us in 
person for the reveal of our new 
strategic plan that was pulled from our 
most recent vision casting, you can 
access a copy of that document online 
by either going to our website and 
clicking on the ABOUT US tab and then 
go down to the MISSION AND VISION 
tab.  There will be a link on that page 
that will take you to the document.  We 
also plan to send it out via one call 
email to those that are signed up.   
     You can still receive a hard copy of 
that document either from the church 
office or by mail if you request it from 
the church office.   
     If you have any questions about the 
plans for the future of Brady Lane 
Church please contact the elders or Jeff 
and we will be happy to answer any 
questions you have.   

End of Summer Bash 

 August 6th, 6:30 to 8:30pm.  This will be 
our last BEST SUMMER EVER Event - a 
community carnival that is full of fun, 
games, prizes, and food. 
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 Sadly, Nigeria is number 8 on the list in 2021 for the 
highest levels of persecution by country in the world.  7 
other countries boast higher persecution levels then 
what is happening in Nigeria.  As of 2018, 327 million 
Christians in the world face high levels of persecution.   
 I write all of this to bring home this point.  What we 
are facing here in America is really nothing.  It’s a blip.  
It’s the equivalent of a school yard bully calling us 
names.  But it doesn’t take long for a country to go 
from school yard bully status to full on persecution and 
pure hatred.   
 I encourage you to read an article (https://
www.godreports.com/2015/09/how-islam-takes-over-
countries/) written by Mark Ellis for God Reports where 
he cites Dr. Peter Hammond.  In this article it describes 
how countries, like Nigeria are in a danger zone 
because of the rise of Islam in their nation.   
 “Dr. Peter Hammond is a missionary who has 
pioneered evangelistic outreaches in the war zones of 
Mozambique, Angola and Sudan. Peter has travelled 
hundreds of thousands of miles to deliver Bibles to 
persecuted Christians in Africa and Eastern Europe. 
 He is the Founder and Director of Frontline Fellowship, 
the Founder and Chairman of Africa Christian Action, 
the Director of the Christian Action Network and the 
Chairman of The Reformation Society and the author 
of numerous missions-related books. He is the Editor of 
both Frontline Fellowship News and Christian Action.”  
 The point of my article is not to promote Islam-a-
phobia, but more accurately to promote awareness of 
the sufferings of our brothers and sisters in other parts of 
the world.  I was particularly troubled by the news of 
what is happening in Nigeria.  But it is also happening 
in Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkey, China, North Korea, 
among other nations.  150 churches are attacked, 
burned, or vandalized every month in these countries.  
On average worldwide, 11 people per country are 
killed a day for believing in Jesus Christ.  Here’s my 
main point. 
 STOP BEING AFRAID TO STAND UP FOR YOUR FAITH.  
We get a slap on the wrist in this country…right now.  
As the old hymn says…stand up - stand up for Jesus.  
And be thankful we live in a country where we still 
can…for now.    

“Be strong and courageous, do not be terrified, do not 
be discouraged because the Lord your God goes with 
you wherever you are!” 
      Joshua 1:9
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Missions Sunday - August 29th 

By Jeff Keller 

     It has been some time since we 
have had a mission moment on a 
Sunday.  We have had some, we 
have highlighted the Dunns, IDES 
(at VBS), Hanging Rock, Matrix, 
and Compassion International.  We 
also support work in Africa by 
Pastor Ude Sunday, Restoration 
House Ministries a church planting 
organization on the east coast of 
the USA, Pinehaven Ranch for 
Children, Franklin Graham’s 
Operation Christmas Child, Miami 
Elementary School, and our Food 
Pantry.   

     Our food pantry and Miami 
Elementary School are really 
community service and outreach 
programs rather than missions but 
we highlight them just the same.   

     Since we are a little behind on 
highlighting some of our missions 
and since we have had a team of 
four of our folks head out to 
Pinehaven Ranch in Montana to 
serve there for a week, we have 
decided to make August 29, 2021 
Missions Sunday.  I will have a brief 
message that Sunday that will 
cover some scripture but also will 
highlight our 11 missions that we 
support at Brady Lane Church.  We 
will also have a sharing of what is 
happening at Pinehaven from our 
team as they will tell us about their 
trip.   

     We will also finish the day by 
sharing the missions that we will be 
doing special projects for this fall 
and how you can get involved in 
those activities.  This is not a - STAY 
HOME SUNDAY.  This is an important 
week and you will not want to miss 
it!  Plan to attend!    
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