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Religious Liberty Win for John MacArthur and Grace Church  
 I found this article on the web this week written by a 
staff writer for the Thomas More Society that I found 
interesting and thought I would share.  If more Christians 
are willing to stand up and be heard, we might win this 
battle with our culture.  We don’t have to fight in 
inappropriate ways, but instead seek to find legal and 
righteous grounds on which to stand to make sure we do 
our part in protecting our first amendment rights which 
we are coming so close to losing.   

 “On August 31, 2021, attorneys for Pastor John 
MacArthur and Grace Community Church announced that 
the State of California and County of Los Angeles have 
agreed to pay $800,000 in “prevailing party” attorneys’ fees. 
This occurred after state and federal courts in California issued 
permanent injunctions prohibiting the State of California or 
any of its agencies from ever again imposing discriminatory 
restrictions on all houses of worship. 

The church and pastor have been represented by 
Thomas More Society Special Counsel Jenna Ellis and Thomas 
More Society Special Counsel Charles LiMandri, partner at 
LiMandri & Jonna LLP. The lengthy legal battle began when 
California attempted to close houses of worship in March 
2020, in a hasty and sweeping response to fears about the 
potential spread of COVID-19. 
 Ellis responded to the settlement, stating, “The church is 
essential. Religious liberty and the Constitution won today 
against the overbroad, arbitrary, indeterminate, and clearly 
unconstitutional mandates from Gavin Newsom and Los 
Angeles County. I am so very proud of Pastor MacArthur’s 
steadfast leadership and refusal to abdicate headship of 
Christ’s church to the state. I hope this hard-fought result 
encourages Californians and all Americans to stand firmly with 
the protections our Constitution rightly provides, and against 
tyranny.” 
 LiMandri added, “This was a very hard-fought case every 
step of the way. Pastor MacArthur and Grace Community 
Church refused to bow to government tyranny and they finally 
obtained the excellent result they deserved. Thanks to their 
courage and perseverance, justice prevailed and the First 
Amendment was vindicated. No longer can the County of Los 
Angeles and the State of California treat people of faith like 
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M&M’s Containers for 
Operation Christmas Child 

We are starting a little earlier this year as 
to try to space out the cost - but this 
Sunday Shantell Fritz and Mary Stone will 
be handing out M&M’s containers to 
those who are interested to fill with 
quarters.  You get the candy…and we 
use the quarters to pay for postage for 
the OPC boxes that we will send over 
seas.  It cost a little over 9$ per box to 
ship them, and you can fit about $10 
worth of quarters in one of these 
containers.  Thanks in advance to those 
who take on this mission to support.    

Baby Bottle Update 

We announced in services this past 
Sunday that there was a record 
response to our Baby Bottle Campaign 
for Matrix.  Well over $3400 was raised 
this year by members of BLC for Matrix.  
These funds are critical in the race to 
save the lives of innocent unborn 
children from all over Lafayette, 
Tippacanoe County, and the 
surrounding area.  Thank you on behalf 
of Matrix for your generosity!   

               Grief Recovery 

The newest installment of Grief Recovery 
will begin on September 12 at 4pm.  
Rob Brown our Grief Recover Team 
Leader will be leading the 7 week fall 
session.  This is the last week to sign up 
for Grief Recovery.   

GSLC Adopt-A-Family 

September 19th, you will have a 
chance to adopt a preschool family.  
Initial contact cards will be provided 
that you right a personal note in and 
stuff with a gift card of your choice.  We 
will mail cards from the church.  
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second class citizens. This result is a victory for all Americans 
who cherish religious liberty.” 
 Grace Community Church, its Elder Board, and Pastor 
MacArthur have been the target of ongoing 
unconstitutional religious discrimination by the City of Los 
Angeles and the State of California, amid the state’s orders 
to cease in-person church assembly during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 The persecution of Grace Community Church and 
MacArthur, known worldwide for their ministry and seminary, 
was surprising to many. The church and its lead pastor have 
enjoyed an impeccable 65-year history of serving the Los 
Angeles community in person and having a reputation for 
good citizenship and deference to legitimate state 
authority. 
However, the State of California, the County of Los Angeles, 
and the City of Los Angeles unconstitutionally used 
COVID-19 as a pretext to attempt to force churches to close 
indefinitely. 
 In a series of aggressive actions, Grace and MacArthur 
were abused by the governing authorities. First, the City of 
Los Angeles, through a cease-and-desist letter, threatened 
Grace Community Church and Pastor MacArthur 
specifically with a daily fine of $1000 or arrest, after which 
Grace filed suit against the state and county. 
 The County of Los Angeles targeted the church and 
pastor by requesting they be held in contempt of court. 
Next, the county attempted to punish Grace and 
MacArthur by yanking a 45-year-old parking lot lease out 
from under the church. The cancellation of that lease by the 
county has since been rescinded as part of the settlement. 
 A series of victories and setbacks in California Superior 
Court finally came to an end on August 31, 2021, when the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles voted to 
approve the settlement with Grace and MacArthur. 
Pursuant to that settlement, the county will pay $400,000, 
along with an additional $400,000 paid by the State of 
California as compensation for the attorneys’ fees incurred 
by Grace and MacArthur. 
 MacArthur said, “We are very grateful for our Lord’s 
protection and providence throughout this past year. Our 
commitment to the Word of God and his church has never 
wavered. We have simply continued to stand firm, as we 
always have and always will. We put our trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ who is the head of the church.  Over the past 
year, our congregation has seen his hand of blessing in ways 
like never before, and the Lord’s promise has been realized: 
‘I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it.’  I am thankful for the advocacy of our 
attorneys, Jenna Ellis and Charles LiMandri, and this 
outcome.” 
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Good Shepherd is Back!  

School Starts September 7th 

 Good Shepherd Learning 
Center will get underway on 
September 7th and 8th!  We are 
looking forward to hearing all the 
little voices back in the building this 
fall.   
 We are excited to 
announce that joining Director 
Tricia Roller this year, our teachers 
for this fall will be Laura Haro, 
Ashley Heriges, and Lee Anna 
Atwell.  This is a solid team of 
Preschool Staff vets who will do a 
fantastic job leading our little ones 
to learn their abc’s and 123’s but 
more importantly they will be 
introducing them to Jesus through 
God’s Word.   
 We will have 18 students in 
our M/W/F class and we will have 
up to 21 students in our T/TH class.  
The PreK class is full and we 
currently have three spots open in 
the T/TH preschool class.  Big class, 
and we are hoping for big results in 
reaching the families of our 
students. 
 Every year we have an 
Adopt-a-Family program here at 
BLC to help us connect to our 
preschool families.  Each year we 
add at least one new family, and 
some years we have had two or 
three new families join us.  I would 
love for this to be a record setting 
year of new families connected to 
BLC as new members of our 
church family.  If we could recruit 
even five new families with an 
average family size of four, that 
would be twenty new family 
members to help us inch closer to 
that goal of 100 kids in our Brady 
Lane Kids Ministry by the end of 
2023.   

Will you help us? 
2021-22 GSLC Adopt-a-Family 
Pick a Family - September 19th 
You pick a family and pray for 

them and attempt to connect with 
them throughout the year!    


	M&M’s Containers for Operation Christmas Child
	Baby Bottle Update
	Grief Recovery
	GSLC Adopt-A-Family
	Religious Liberty Win for John MacArthur and Grace Church
	Good Shepherd is Back!
	School Starts September 7th

